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Publishers Note 


An analysis of Islamic history reveals that Taqleed (following 
certain Madhhab or Imam) is one of the causes of the decline 
and backwardness of the Muslim Ummah. 

Although the great Imams of Madhahib or other Mujtahid 
stuck to their own opinions nor did they demand of their students 
to act upon their words at the expense of the Qur’an and Sunnah, 
a good number latter scholars as well as the vast majority of 
laymen of the later periods chose Taqleed as a method of resolving 
problems of jurisprudence. Subsequently, the door of Ijtihad 
(independent reasoning on the basis of the Qur’an and SunnaR) 
was declared closed. 

Many great Ulama throughout the ages have upheld the necessity 
of relying on the Qur’an and Sunnah, and fought Taqleed and 
the sectarian thing it encourages which divides the Ummah. 
Shaikh Muhammad Sultan Al~Ma‘soomi (1297-1380H) is one 
such scholar. 


Shaikh Al-Ma‘soomi’s work, Hadiyyatus-Sultan ila Muslimi Biladil- 
Yaban., is a message sent to some people in Japan in reply to their 
question about the assertion that every behever must choose a 
Madhhab It is also one of the most beneficial book written on 
the subject. We are publishing an Enghsh version of the book due 
to its added significance in our times. 

May Allah reward its author and translator, and accept this as 
a good deed! 


^ 6du[ MaR^Mujafiid 
General Manager, DaruSSalam 
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About the Author 


Abu Abdur-Rahman Muhammad Sultan Al-Ma‘soomi was bom 
in 1297H, into a noble and wealthy family, in Khajnadah, a town 
of Azerbaijan. 

He began his studies by reading the books and treatises written 
in the Turkish language — the language of the people of his 
land. Then he began to study the works in Arabic such as those 
of Al-UzaT, Az-Zanjani, the Awamiloi Al-Jarmani, the Kafiyah 
of Ibn-ul-Hajib. lie then started studying books of logic and 
philosophy such as Musallam~ul-%Jloom, Hikmat-ul~Ayn and 
Isharat of Ibn Sina. After that, he advanced to study the books 
of Aqeedah (creed) such as An-Nasafiyyah, Al-Audiyyah, At- 
Tahawiyyahj Jawharat~ut~Tauhd, As-Sanusiyyah, etc. 

By the age of twenty-three Shaikh Al-Ma‘soomi openly denounced 
the blind following of Madhahib (schools of religious laws or 
sects), and exposed the contradictions and disobedience of the 
blind-followers to their Imams. This won for him the displeasure 
and fury of many. Consequently, he left his native land in 1323H 
with the intention of traveling to Hijaz. 

Al-Ma‘soomi travelled by train and ship. In Turkey he met Sultan 
Abdul Hameed, and what he happened to see in the capital of 
the Ottoman Cahphate deeply disturbed him. Finally, he arrived 
at Makkah on the 8*^ of Dhul-Hijjah 1323H. 


He performed HajjanA visited some of the scholars of the Hijaz 
including Shaikh Shu‘ayb bin Abdur-Rahman Al-Maghribi Al- 
Maliki, with whom he studied Sahih Al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, 
Muwatta and Alishkat-ul-Masabh. The Shaikh gave him permission 
to narrate from him. 
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Al-Ma‘soomi also met Shaikh Salih Kamal Al-Hanafi, Shaikh 
Muhammad Murad Ar-Ramzi Al-Qazani, Shaikh Muhammad 
Saeed Babseel Ash-Shafi‘i, Shaikh Ahmad Al-Hadraw and others. 
Most of them were Sufi Shaikh, and he was impressed by them 
and gave his pledge of allegiance to Shaikh Muhammad Ma‘soom 
bin Abdur-Rasheed Al-Mujaddidi An-Naqshband. He taught him 
the practices and ordered him to visualise the Shaikh whilst 
making Dhikr. 

He then gave him permission to train followers, but the heart 
of Al-Ma‘soomi was not content. He therefore began to study the 
sources of Tafseer and the Sunnah and their explanations. To 
his dismay, Al-Ma^soomi observed the four separate places of 
prayer around the Ka‘bah — and he would see the followers of 
a particular Madhhab refusing to perform prayer behind the 
followers of other Madhahib, instead of they would sit among 
the rows of people waiting for the Jama^ah of their own MadhahiB. 

After living there for three years, he visited the Prophet’s Mosque 
and met the scholars of Al-Madinah. Among them were Shaikh 
Abdullah Al-Qadumi Al-Hanbah and Shaikh Ahmad Al-Barzanji. 
All of them gave him permission to narrate from them and wrote 
their chains of narration for him. 

Then Al-Ma‘soomi travelled to Syria, and in Damascus he met 
great scholars including Shaikh Badruddin Yoosuf Al'Ma‘mar 
the Muhaddith, Shaikh Abdul Hakim Al-Qandahaari, Shaikh 
Abdul Khair Ibn Aabidin and others. AH of them gave him permission 
to narrate from them. 

In Damascus, Al~Ma‘soomi criticized the Awii Shaikh for their 
involvement in music, dancing, and the use of flute and tam¬ 
bourine. He also criticized the Rif ‘iyyah Al-Bit’ihiyyah for their 
Dhikr m\d movements. 

Then he departed for Beirut and met Shaikh Abdur-Rahman 
bin Darwesh Al-Hut and Shaikh Yusuf An-Nabahani. Then he 
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visited Al-Aqsa Mosque, and then travelled to Egypt. At Al-Azhar 
University he met Shaikh Muhammad Bakheet Al-Mutee’ee and 
Shaikh Muhammad Rasheed Rida. He helped with Al-Manaar 
magazine, and bought all of its back issues and the works of 
Shaikh Muhammad Abduhu and hkewise what had been printed 
from the works of Ibn Tamiyyah and his student Ibn Qayyim 
Al-Jawziyyah. He eventually bought a thousand books in total, 
excluding smaller treatises and magazines! 

Al'Ma'soomi then returned home and joined his family. When 
he settled, he began teaching in the school founded by his father 
and became engrossed in the works of Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibnul 
Qayyim and Ibn Abdul Barr — and the truth became clear to 
him. He was made a Muftioi Shari^ah covcfis in 1328H. 

This stage in the hfe of Al-Ma‘soomi was a time of research and 
seeking the proof for every matter. He would compare books 
and weigh them according to the Qur’an and Sunnah. Gradually 
the correctness of the methodology became clear to him. 

So he clung to it and began to write in refutation of Taqieed 
Consequently, the Din was revived in the lands beyond the 
Tigris and thought spread; the shrines, tombs and centres 
of pilgrimage which were worshipped besides Allah were 
demolished. 

After the Bolsheviks came to power in Russia in 1917, many 
scholars were killed and many thousands were transported to 
north where most of them died. Some, by the grace of Allah, 
were saved. As for Al-Ma‘soomi, he was arrested several times 
and finally ordered to be shot. But by the grace of Allah, he was 
able to escape, and in 1928, fled to China where he remained for 
a number of years. Then he left for Makkah, and in 1354 H he 
settled there and became a teacher in Darul Hadith in Makkah. 


In the months of Hajj he would teach in Masjid-ul-Haraam in 
the Turkish language and Turkish pilgrims would attend these 
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lessons. Through them he would send letters to his family, news 
of whom had ceased to reach him towards the end of his life. 
He died in the year 1380H — Rahimahullah — and may Allah 
grant him a home in Paradise! 

Al-Ma‘soomi wrote a large number of books both in Arabic 
and Turkish. Hadiyyatus Sultan Ilaa Mulslimee Bilaadil Yabaan 
(Sultan’s Gift to the Muslims of Japan) was printed for the first 
time in the year 1368 H in Egypt. In this year, 1949, Shaikh 
Muhammad Nasirud Deen Al-Albaanee visited Shaikh Al- 
Ma^soomi in his house, near Masjid-ul-Haraam, and received 
a copy of Hadiyatus Sultan in printed form as a gift from its 
author. 
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A Letter from Japan 

I received a letter from Mr. Muhammad Abdul Hai Qurban Ali 
on behalf of Muslims of Tokyo, Japan, asking some basic questions 
about Islam. What is Islam? After acceptance of Islam, is it 
necessary for a Muslim to follow any one of the four prevalent 
Imams and their sects? Is it required that a Mushm be a Hanafi, 
Shafi‘i, Maliki or Hanbali dXor\.% with being a Muslim or is just 
being a Muslim is enough? 

The problem of faith and sects came up when a group of 
enlightened Japanese wished to accept Islam as their religion. 
They conveyed their intention of becoming Muslim to Jamiyat- 
ul-Muslimin of Tokyo. Members of Jamiyat from India advised 
them to become Mushm and follow Imam Abu Hanifah. According 
to them the Madhhab of Abu Hanifah is the only way which 
guides the Muslims to lead a pious and God-fearing life. On the 
other hand members of Jamiyat from Indonesia guided them to 
follow Imam Shafih because the Madhhab of Shafe‘i wiU lead 
them to Paradise. On hearing these different viewpoints, they were 
confused. This puzzling problem stood in their way of accepting 
Islam. Questions raised in their letter moved me, and I, seeking 
help from Allah, wrote the answer according to my knowledge. 
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Reality of Islam and Iman (Faith) 


Not only ignorant and illiterate people but also many scholars, 
who imagine themselves very well informed, are of the opinion 
that every Muslim must a follow an Imam. A Muslim must foUow 
either Imam Abu Hanifah or Imam Shafe‘i or Imam Malik or 
Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal. This is not only a mistaken idea but 
it is also an attestation of people’s ignorance and unawareness 
of the basic knowledge of Islam. 

In Sahih uI-Bukhari 'and Sahih Muslim there is a Hadith in which 
Jibrael appears before Allah’s Messenger and asked about 
Islam saying: “What is Islam”? Allah’s Messenger ^ said: 


ju: JL -f Hi' 

CU_^l 

of JLi gi 

_SJU ^0^3^ 

M jj-^3 U: jiilli jii .0^3 


"Islam is to testify that there is no god to be worshipped but 
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to 
perform the prayers, to pay the Zakat, to fast in Ramadan, 
and to make the pilgrimage to the House (the Ka'bah in 
Makkah) if you are able to do so." He (Jibrael said: "What 
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is Iman (belief)"? He M said: "It is to believe in Allah, His 
angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Last Day, and to 
believe in destiny — both the good and the evil thereof." He 
(Jibrael said: “What is Ihsan?" He M said: “It is to worship 
Allah as though you are seeing Him, and while you see Him 
not yet truly. He sees you." (Muslim) 

Imam Bukhari and Muslim also related on the authority of 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar Allah’s Messenger ^ said: 


o'_" fi''— 


“Islam is built on five pillars: Testifying that there is no god 
but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, 
performing prayers, paying the Zakdt, fasting in the month of 
Ramadan and making pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House (the 
Ka'bah in Makkah), if you are able to do so." 

Imam Muslim on the authority of Abu Huraira reported; A 
bedouin came to Allah’s Messenger M and said: 


: Ju eJo-s ^Si u 

ss 

s^p\ ppj .AS ' 1411 ' 

Jp i^^\j ; (Jlj ((Ol-v^j 

oI ip Jii ilii .A jM % lii 

.(('1a iSl P°'P ‘5^' J^' p pj 


“O Allah's Messenger direct me to a deed by which I may 
be entitled to enter Paradise.' Upon this he M said: ‘You testify 
that there in no god to be worshipped but Allah and that 
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Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, perform the obligatory 
prayers, and pay the Zakdt and observe the fast of Ramadan/ 

He (the bedouin) said: "By Him in whose hand is my life, I will 
never add anything to it, neither will I neglect anything of it/ 

He Msaid: "If what the bedouin is saying true, he is successful." 

Imam Bukhari has also quoted this Hadith. 

Commentators of the Qur’an tell that Hajjw^ not made obUgatoiy 
at that time, that is why Hajjbacs not been mentioned in this Hadith. 

In Sahih ul~Bukhari and other books of Hadith, on the authority 
of Anas recorded: 

“We were sitting in the mosque in the presence of the Allah's 
Messenger There came a camel rider. He tied his camel in 
the courtyard of the mosque and asked, 'Who is Muhammad?' 
Allah's Messenger M was sitting there in the mosque propped 
against the wall. He was told that the man sitting and having 
fair complexion and fine features is called Muhammad M. He 
asked him, 'Are you the son of 'Abdul Muttalib?' Allah's 
Messenger M replied, your question has already been answered. 
After this short conversation, the stranger said to Allah's 
Messenger M, 'I wish to ask you some questions, the mode of my 
questions may be harsh, but kindly do not take it offense.' Allah's 
Messenger M granted him permission to ask any question he 
wanted. He said, 'I ask you in the name of your Sustainer and 
in the name of your Ancestors' Sustainer, is it true that Allah 
has sent you to guide mankind?' Allah's Messenger M replied, 
'Yes, Allah is witness.' He asked again, 'I ask you in the name 
of Allah, is it true that Allah ordered you to pray five times a 
day and night?' Allah's Messenger M answered, 'Yes, Allah is 
witness.' Once again he said, 'I ask you in the name of Allah, is 
it true that Allah ordered you to fast in a certain month (month 
of Ramadan) of year.' Allah's Messenger M again answered, 
'Yes, Allah is witness'. He asked afresh, 'Kindly tell me, in the 
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name of Allah, whether He commanded you to collect Zakdt 
from our rich and to distribute it among the poor.' Allah's 
Messenger M said, 'Yes, Allah is witness.' Then the stranger 
declared, ‘I accept Islam, enter the fold of Islam and I shall 
take this message to my people. I belong to the tribe of Banu 
Sa'd bin Baar and my name is Damdm bin Tha'labah." 

This is the Islam which Allah has commanded His salves to 
follow. For the propagation and explanation of Islam He sent 
Muhammad 
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Following Certain Madhbab 


Different Madhahib&r^ personal and private opinions, judgments 
and interpretations of legal points according to religious scholars 
and jurists. Allah and the Prophet M have not ordered us to foUow 
these opinions and interpretations. There is a possibihty of being 
correct or incorrect in their opinions and interpretations. There 
are many issues on which Imams had different views and they 
explained them according to their own reasons and speculations. 
But when the truth came to their knowledge, they reconsidered 
their own opinion and accepted the truth. They never stuck to 
their opinion when a true Hadith came to their knowledge. 

If anyone accepts Islam, he has only to testify that there is no 
god but Allah and Muhammad ^ is His Messenger, to perform 
the prayers five times a day, to pay Zakat, to fast in the month of 
Ramadan and to make the pilgrimage to the House of Allah (the 
Ka'bah) if he is able to do so. It is certainly not necessary for him 
to follow any Madhhab, i.e. Hanafi, Shafi% Maliki or Hanbah. If 
he does so, in the eyes of Islamic law, he wiU be considered a wrong¬ 
doer, prejudiced and sinful person, and will be treated among those 
who divided the religion of Islam into different sects. Allah has 
strongly condemned those who create dissension in Islam. 


The Qur’an says: 



“Verily, those who divide their rdi^on and break up into sects, you 
(O Muhammad M) have no concern in them in the least... ” (6:159) 

On another place the Qur’an says: 
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“Anc/ be nof of Al-Mushrikun of those who split up their 
religion and became sects, each sect rejoicing in that which 
is with it. ” (30:31,32) 


In the light of the above quoted verses from the Noble Qur’an it 
is clear that there is no place for different Madhahib and sects in 
Islam and it is not obligatory to foUow anyone of these MadMhib 
or sects. What is worth following is the way of the Prophet 
as stated in the Noble Qur’an: 




'Si 


“Say you (O Muhammad M): This is my way; I invite unto 
Allah with sure knowledge — I and whosoever follows me. 
And I am not of those who set up partners to Allah. ” (12:108) 


It is a fact that the followers of different Madhahib are always 
at odds with each other and the result of this confrontation is 
clearly stated in the Noble Qur’an: 



1 4it oil 








f A < \ '"L 


“And do not dispute lest you lose courage & your strength depart, 
and be patient. Surely, Allah is with those who are patient.” (8:46) 


On the contrary it has been advised to create the atmosphere of 
unity among themselves and to hold fast the rope of Allah as 
prescribed in the Noble Qur’an: 




“And holdfast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah and 
be not divided among yourselves.” (3:i03) 
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Real Foundations of Islam 


Real and true Islam is based on the Book (Qur’an) and the Prophet’s 
Surmah. These two are the true sources of reference and precedent 
in each and every controversial issue. Anyone who tries to find 
the solution of the disputed issue in some other source except 
Qur’an the Sunnah, according to Qur’an, is not a true believer; 



“But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith until they make 
you (^) judge in all disputes between them, and find in 
themselves no resistance against your decision, and accept 
(them) with full submission.” (4:65) 

None of the Imams urged to anyone to follow their Madhahib, 
on the other hand all of the Imams advised: 

.((Ujci-I ^y> ljA:>-)) “Takefrom where we have taken." 


In other words follow the Qur’an and Sunnah. Many of the 
sayings of later religious leaders, which were inaccurate, were 
attributed towards Imams and their sects. If they had happened 
to see or hear those statements which had been referred and 
attached to their names, they would have not only disowned the 
statements but also disapproved of them strongly. 


All the rehgious scholars of olden times who were considered to 
be the luminaries of Islamic knowledge, always brought evidence 
from the Qur’an and Sunnah, and they always urged people to 
foUow the Qur’an and Sunnah, and to take counsel from these two 
sources. It is a proved fact that Imam Abu Hanifa, Imam Mahk, 
Imam Shafeti, Imam Ahmad, Sufyan Thauri, Sufyan bin ‘Uainah, 
Hasan Basari, Qadi Abu Yousuf, Muhmmad bin Hasan Shaibani, 
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Imam Auzai, Abdullah bin Mubarak, Imam Bukhari, Imam Muslim, 
and other venerable religious scholars always warned the people 
against making innovations in rehgious matters. They always 
advised people to be careful and cautioned them against following 
anyone except the sinless Prophet M — no one is sinless except 
him, however pious and God-fearing he may be. So, anything 
which is in accordance with the Qur’an and Suimah is acceptable 
and anything which is contrary to or inconsistent with the 
Qur’an and Sunnah is will be rejected altogether. Imam Malik 
said: “The views and opinions of everybody may be accepted or 
rejected except his who is resting in this grave.” While saying 
this. Imam Malik pointed towards the grave of the Prophet M- 
All the religious scholars and Imams warned and prevented the 
people from mindless and blind imitation. Allah at many places 
in the Noble Qur’an has rebuked such blind followers. History 
is witness that mindless and blind following of religious leaders 
and ancestors leads the people to infidelity. 

All of the four prevalent Imams have said that it is neither per¬ 
missible nor justified to give a judicial verdict based on their word 
or deed unless the reason behind that particular word or deed is 
understood clearly and completely. They have also elucidated: 

li))) 


"If an authentic Hadith is found, then that is my Madhdhib." 

This means, if an authentic Hadith is found, their word is repealed 
at once and has no significance before the Hadith^ and their faith 
is completely in accordance with that Hadith. Likewise it is also 
expressed from the four Imams: 

A3\j (jU ^^ C-Jl 9 lil)) 


'Judge our words on the criterion of Qur'an and Sunnah, and 
if you find our words corresponding to the Qur'an and Sunnah 
thenj accept them, otherwise turn them down," 
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Blind Following: Foolery of so-called Scholars 


Later religious leaders and intellectuals wrote volumes over 
volumes and thousands of pages and the masses took those writers 
as Jurists, whereas their knowledge about Islam was shallow. 
These so-called scholars made it incumbent on people to follow 
one of the four Imams and prohibited them from following 
another at the same time. In other words they raised up the 
Imams to the level of the Prophets — to whom scriptures are 
revealed — and made it obhgatory to obey every word of the 
Imam. Would that these so-called scholars had understood the 
preaching of the Imams. Most of them only know the name of 
their Imam and nothing more than that. Even more strange is 
that a few of the later scholars contrived some issues and attri¬ 
buted these issues to one of the Imams, and succeeding generations 
too took the concocted issues as Imams’ verdicts and started 
following them without any verification, whereas there is no 
relevancy between Imams’ viewpoints and these innovated issues. 
So, Imams are free from such precepts. For example, many of 
the later Hanafites (followers of Imam Abu Hanifah) argue that 
raising the forefinger of the right hand at Tashahhud is for¬ 
bidden, or that mIiIj-. (Allah’s Hand) means Divine Power and 
Divine blessings, or that Allah is not above the ‘Arsh (Throne), 
but is omnipresent in Himself. 

Ultimately these very conditions and circumstances vitiated the 
Muslim Ummah, spoiled their unity, and brought their downfall 
and misery. The Muslim Ummah is so badly disorganized that 
it is almost inconceivable to see them again on one platform. 
This confusion and chaos gave way to abomination, hatred, enmity 
and hostility. Disunity poisoned the whole Ummah Each individual 
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is accusing the other of being an innovator in matters of religion. 
One group is blaming the other for a very small and ordinary 
difference, so much so that one does not hesitate to say infidel 
and disbeliever to another Muslim. This issue of disunity among 
the Muslim Ummah grew so much that various sects are always 
at confrontation with each other. At last the pathetic condition 
of Mushm Ummah proved to be a true picture of the prophesy 
of the Prophet He said; 


ij—^ J— ({Sj\151 


"My followers will split up into seventy-three sects; all of them 
will go to Hell except one.” Someone asked: "Who are they, O 
Allah's Messenger?" He ^ replied: "Those are the people who 
will follow my way and my Companions way." 

The entire Mushm Ummah is divided into different sects. One 
is called Rafdiund the other is called Khariji Still others call them¬ 
selves Shi’ah some are Zaidi and some are Zahari, still others are 
named Batini and Ismaili. Likewise there are Sunni, Maturidi, 
Ashari, Shads, MaliM, Hanbali, Hanafi, etc. There are many more 
sects in existence. Every sect condemns the others in foul and 
abusive language. Everybody claims: “Our faith and our views 
are the best and the rest is rubbish.” 


Hanafi took Shafi as his rival and vice versa. Sometimes the 
followers of the same sect are bitter opponents and fight with 
each other as they are fighting against non-Mushms. For example, 
Hanafi Barailvi is harsh against Hanafi Deobandi. Most of these 
sects are under the influence of various philosophies and customs. 
These customs and philosophies entered into these sects from 
the Greeks, Guehers, Buddhists, idolaters and from Hindu cults 
and astrologers. For instance, to have faith in evil spirits and 
bedevilment, and also to make a vow to escape from their harm 
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and mischief, building of tombs and sepulcher on graves, circum- 
ambulation of graves and making supplications to them, etc. 

These strange beliefs and fallacious customs and creeds entered 
the Muslim community with those who believed in them before 
entering the citadel of Islam. They accepted Islam but they could 
not abandon their previous habits, cus1:oms and beliefs completely 
and with the passage of time these ills penetrated the Muslim 
population. When Islamic conquest was in progress and innum¬ 
erable multitudes of people embraced Islam, there were many 
among those whose faith was no more than a verbal utterance. 

Transfer of these diseased ideas into the Islamic community is 
also a heinous deed of hypocrites who took shelter in the citadel 
of Islam, because they had no other way to save themselves. The 
progress of Islam was intolerable for them. Under the cover of 
Islam, these clever cheats injected the poison of false beliefs 
into the pristine purity of Islam. They worked slowly and secretly 
to sabotage the pure Islamic faith, until they succeeded. They 
polluted the Islamic faith with un~Islamic viewpoints. Practical 
life-force withered away from Islam. Victorious advancement 
of Islam came to standstill. Practice of the commands of the 
Noble Qur’an was discontinued. Recitation of the Noble Qur’an 
was hmited to special occasions only. 
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Witness from History 


History is witness that when the Muslims practiced Islam in 
its true sense, they were successful in every walk of life. The 
Muslim Ummah was the master of the world: Muslims had 
power and authority, wherever they went success kissed their 
feet. Because they lived according to the basic principles of 
Islam taught by the Prophet Islam ran in their veins with 
their blood. Wherever they went with the radiant message of 
Islam they acclaimed the favor of the masses. Every step of theirs 
was in the way of Allah. Who granted them victory. Splendid 
and noteworthy examples of Khulafa-ur~Rashidun (the rightly- 
guided Caliphs) and the Companions of the Prophet ^ are many. 
When the Muslims infringed the orders of AUah and changed 
the meanings of His commands, favor and grace of Allah also 
ended. Power, authority and dignity were shifted to others. Many 
changes and alterations were brought against the religion of 
Islam, among these innovations was a requirement to follow a 
particular Madhhab to support it fanatically. These Madhahib 
developed in Islam after a lapse of three generations i.e. venerable 
Companions who had the good fortune to have seen and heard 
the Prophet followers of the Companions and those who 
followed them. Every new thing introduced in the religion was 
considered as a good thing and deserving reward on the Day of 
Resurrection. In reahty, this is nothing but deviation and heresy. 
Righteous and pious Muslims of the early period always depended 
upon the Noble Qur’an, Surniah and the Ijma‘{consensus). They 
were devoted, faithful and steadfast in the practice of pure Islam. 

When heresy was bom in religion many evils and wrong-doings 
started. An atmosphere of disunity, accusing and blaming each 
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other, prevailed aU over the Urmnah. Every sect accused the other 
of straying from the right path of Islam. Even it was announced, 
and such a base verdict was issued, that no Hanafi could offer 
his obligatory prayer under the leadership of Imam Shafi or his 
followers. Some claimed that only four Madhahib (followers of 
four sects) are Ahlus Sunnah or Sunni As a consequence of 
this heresy, four different places were fbced for the Salat of four 
Madhahib at the sacred Kabbah; and instead of one congerga- 
tional prayer four congregational prayers were offered at the 
Ka'bah itself. Followers of every Madhhab would wait for their 
Imam to come and lead the prayer. By giving rise to heresy, 
apostasy and innovations in religion, Satan achieved his main 
purpose of creating disunity in the ranks of the faithful and 
dividing the Muslim LJmmah into different sects. (We seek 
refuge with Allah from this). 
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Interrogations in the Grave 


O brethren in Islam! Be impartial and tell me in the name of Allah, 
when a person passes away from this world and he is buried, what 
sort of questions would be asked of him in the grave and what 
interrogations would be made on the Day of Judgment. He will not 
be asked about the Madhlmb he followed or did not follow, but 
surely enough he will be asked, why he stuck to one particular sect 
and why he adopted a specific Madhhab to follow? Blind faith 
in a particular Imam and following him strictly without evidence 
is tike taking rabbis and monks to be lords. Moreover, to adhere 
to one sect and particular Madhhab is a heresy and every heresy 
leads away from Islam. As a fact of the matter, after death interro¬ 
gation will be made about Iman (faith) and about the demands 
and requirements of faith. It is obvious that to be devoted and 
loyal to a fixed sect, and particularly to be a follower of a certain 
Imam, is not a demand of Iman. Iman (faith) demands knowledge 
about religious matters. If any issue or problem is doubtful or 
uncertain, it ought to be brought to the attention of scholars and 
judged on the criterion of the Qur’an and Sunnah. This is true, 
simple and plain Islam which was revealed to the Prophet 


BrothersI the religion you have given up is still calling you back. 
It is time to return to pure religion: come back to the faith of the 
Prophet Enhghten your way with the light of the Qur’an and 
Sunnah, act upon the principles of Islam as our ancestors did. This is 
the only way which can save us from destruction and can lead us to 
the right path of real happiness. O claimants of Islam! return to 
Tawheed (Oneness of Allah), worship Him alone, — none except 
Him is worthy of worship — seek His favor and help and be afraid 
of Him only. Consider every Muslim as your brother and wish for 
him the same as you like for yourself. Imam Tirmidhi has quoted a 
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Hadith in his Sunan on the authority of Irbad bin Sariyah, and 
this Hadith should be enough for your guidance and warning: 


ol-xiSl Jao Jij-^ UJLC'^)) 

^Uajlj 4^1 I jll (J j-u^ \j lyi 

5; 1;^ 613 

^i=4iii aJS ^ SSU. 14:,^ ol 5 S^j 

^ ^ 'ji, ^ ^ 


"One day Allah's Messenger M gave us a lengthy exhortation after 
the Fajr prayer which brought tears to the eye terror to the heart. 

A man said: 'O Allah 's Messenger M! It seems as if it was a farewell 
exhortation, then what injunction do you give us'? He then said: 

'I enjoin you to fear Allah, and to hear and obey even if it be an 
Abysinian slave, for those of you who live after me will see great 
disagreement You must then follow my Sunnah and that of the rightly 
guided Caliphs. Holdfast to it. Avoid novelties, for they are error.'" 

Imam Tirmidhi grades this Hadith Sahih. This Hadith is also 
present in Sunan of Abu Dawud. 

If this is the reahty which has been mentioned above, in that case 
it is our foremost duty to avoid stubbornly following one particular 
Imam and his Madhhab. Concerning various religious matters, 
if anyone follows strictly one particular Madhhab, sect or person, 
surely he will not act upon many Hadith, rather there is possibihty 
of going against many of the Hadith of the Prophet Going against 
Hadith is infidelity and faithlessness. That is why many Hanafi 
scholars have made it clear that it is not necessary to foUow one 
particular sect. Kamal bin Hamam wrote in his book entitled At- 
Tahreerand Ibn ‘Abdeen Ash-Shami wrote m his book ''Awa’ilRadd 
Al-Mukhtar that the authenticity of the statement concerning 
the following’ of one special sect or Madhhab\s doubtful. 
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Secret Behind the Blind-Following 


The idea behind ‘following’ is an open secret: it depends on 
personal, political and selfish interests of individuals. Readers 
of history are aware and it will also be made clear and explained 
on a later stage of this paper. It is our duty to dig out the truth 
and act upon it accordingly. The only religion we ought to follow 
is the rehgion revealed to Allah’s Messenger It is obligatory 
to understand this religion thoroughly and clearly and act upon 
it sincerely. Allah’s Messenger M is the only and exclusive Imam, 
whose following is a must for us. We should also follow Khulafa- 
ur~Rashidun the rightly guided Caliphs. Allah has ordered: 


“And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad M) gives you, 
take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it).” 
( 59 : 7 ) 


Imam Abu Hanifah, Imam Malik and no other Imam, has ever 
urged the people to go along with his idea or to act upon his 
verdict or saying. None of them ever compelled anybody to adopt 
their way. They always clarified their position by saying: “If a 
Sahih Hadith is found, our opinion is nullified at once and our 
faith is according to Hadith.” 


The first two Cahphs of Islam Abu Bakr and ‘Umar ^ never 
asked the people to act upon their word or saying; on the other 
hand, they always expressed that if they uttered any word or 
tried to act contrary to the Qur’an and Sunnah, people were 
allowed to take them to task. In fact they discarded everything 
which was not in agreement with the Qur’an and Sunnah. If this 
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is the fact of the situation, then how did these various sects come 
into being? What were the factors which gave rise to them? 
What were the reasons which restrained the people from logical 
thinking? Who put the fetters of Madhahib in the face of Muslim 
Ummah? How were the seeds of disunity sown in the UmmaH? 

Research proves that these Madhahib and sects were propagated 
by power-hungry rulers with the help of knavish scholars. This 
is how the Muslim Ummah was disunited and sects were initiated 
in interest of these power-mongers. 
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Research Regarding the Blind-Following 


shah Waliullah Dehlawee has written in Insaf fi Bayan Asbab 
Al'Ikhtilaf. 


“For the first two centuries of the Hijra era people were not 
aware of any Madhhab, as fact of the matter, no Madhhab 
existed at aU during that time. For that reason nobody knew 
any Madhhab and did not follow anyone except Allah’s 
Messenger Venerable Companions of AUah’s Messenger 
the Tabein (those who immediately followed the Companions) 
and the succeeding generation of the Tabein followed their 
consensus and did not follow any individual. So anybody 
who ignores this consensus and opts aU the sayings, verdicts 
and views of any one Imam and does not try to search and 
confirm it from the two basic sources i.e., the Qur’an and 
Sunnah, is acting against the tenets of faith. Such a person 
has gone astray from the right path of Islam.” 

Imam Uzzuddin bin Abdus Salam in his book Qawaidal-Ahkam 
Fi Masaleh al-Anam and Shaikh Salah Fulani also in his book 
IqazHumam Ulul-Absarhaye mentioned the same view. 


It is amazing that blind foUowers of various Madhahiband supporters 
of this viewpoint stick to one opinion, though that opinion is far 
from logical argument and reason. They consider their Imam as 
if he is the Prophet. Such thinking is totaUy against honesty. It 
has been observed many a time that despite obvious proof, these 
foUowers beheve in the infaUibihty of their Imam. They think that 
their Imam can never commit a mistake, and whatever he says is 
always true and right. They are careful not to leave the views of 
their Imam even in the presence of exphcit evidence that Imam’s 
view is incorrect. They never accept any argument or clear proof 
which is against their behef. In situations Uke this the Hadith of the 
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Prophet ^ comes true. Imam Tirmidhi related on the authority 
of ‘Adi bin Hatim, who had been a Christian before accepting 
Islam, once came to the Prophet ^ when he heard him reciting: 





“They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their 
monks to be their lords besides Allah. ” (9:3i) 


He said, “O Allah’s Messenger M, but they do not worship them.” 
The Prophet M replied: 


ail ^ 11SV3 jjkxii 1jkf isi 


“Verily, if they (their rabbis and monks) make lawful anything 
they make it lawful for them, and if they (their rabbis and monks) 
prohibit anything they take it as a prohibition. This is indeed 
their worship of them." 


Yes, they prescribe to the people what is Halal (lawful) and 
Haram (prohibited) and the people obey them. This is indeed 
their worship of them. 

Dear Muslim brothers! If we follow a specific Madhhab or a 
person, leaving aside a Hadith of the Prophet M whose following 
is obhgatory, who will be more misguided and unwise than us? 
Surely this is a doltish attitude. On the Day of Resurrection, 
when every single human being will appear before Allah for 
reward or punishment on account of his good or bad deeds in 
this world, what excuse can we put up in our favor and what alibi 
win serve us from the Wrath of Allah? Whosoever follows anyone 
except the Prophet M is bound to loose. Whosoever is prejudiced 
and regards his Imam exclusively right among all others and 
thinks only his ^ folio wing and obedience is mistaken. 


Regarding following a Madhhab, the last thing which can be 
said is only illiterate and unschooled individuals may follow an 
Imam without fixation of anyone in particular. An individual 
who loves all Imams equally and benefits from all of them in 
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various religious matters, and acts upon the view which is more 
near to the Qur’an and Sunmh, this act of his is appreciable and 
is in accordance with the way of the faithful. He who deviates 
from the right way of Tabe‘m and sticks to one specific Imam and 
is prejudiced in his favor, is similar to one who leaves aside all 
Companions of the Prophet M and follows one only, as the 
Shi^as and Khiwarij do. This is the way of heretics and apostates. 
Qur’an, Hadith and Ijma denounce them. 

Shaikh'ul'Islam Ibn Taymiya writes in Fatawa Misriyah. 


“If an individual follows only one from the four Imams — 
Imam Abu Hanifah, Imam Shafi‘i, Imam MMik, and Imam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal — and in connection with certain issue he 
finds a more positive and stronger argument than that of 
his own Shaikh or Imam, and leaves the weaker argument and 
embraces the strong one, this act of his is estimable. All 
religious scholars thought that it made no difference to the 
faith of the follower; on the other hand, it is said that he 
is dearer to the Prophet ^ and nearer to the truth than a person 
who follows only one Imam eagerly and blindly and pays 
less heed to the Suimah of the Prophet He who follows Imam 
Abu Hanifah and thinks his Imam is always correct in every 
religious matter and everyone should follow him, and all 
other Imams who differ with him are not reliable, is certainly 
ignorant; such thinking may lead him to blasphemy and 
infideUty. We seek refuge with Allah from this evil.” 

Al-Iqna‘'dxvd its commentary, explain and emphasise the point that 
following a Aladhliab is not necessary, nor is it forbidden to change 
from one Madhhabio another. Most religious leaders do not consider 
it essential to follow any specific AFadhhab Every point of view is liable 
to be judged in accordance with the Qur’an and Surmah & anything 
which contradicts these two must be given up. AUah has made it an 
obligation for everyone to obey the Prophet ^ in aU circumstances. 


In the Kitab al-Qada of Al-Insafd has been quoted from Shaikh- 
ul~ Islam Ibn Taymiya: 
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“Anyone who makes it obligatory to blindly foUow a specific 
Imam should be asked to repent and give up fixated following 
and if he is not prepared for it, he should be executed, since 
this is associating partners with Allah in setting down 
Shan‘ah, which is one of the unique rights of the Lord. 

Kamal bin Hamam Hanafi in his book on principles of Fiqh At- 

Tahrir Wat writes: 

“To follow any specific Madhhab is not regarding by any 
source and nobody has given argument in its favor. Only those 
things any that Allah and His Messenger have made obligatory 
are worth following. It is obvious that Allah and His Messenger 
have not made it obligatory to follow any person in religious 
matters. The golden era of the Prophet % his Companions and 
their followers passed, but no one made it compulsory to follow 
a specific MaSihabov person. Many blind followers have been 
heard saying ‘I am Hanfi, or I am Shafifi and the fact is quite 
different from their verbal utterances. They just claim to be 
Hanafi or Shafifi; they are quite ignorant of the teachings of 
their Imams. If any one claims to be a jurist or a writer, he has 
to prove it, otherwise his claim of being a jurist or writer is false. 
The same is the case of being a Hanafi or Shafifi. If they do not 
understand the teachings of their Imam and have no regard 
for their sayings, how can they be what they claim to be?” 

Shaikh Sahh Al-Fulani in his book Iqaz Hamam UlulAbsar'miic.s: 


“There is a difference between a blind follower and a follower 
of evidence. A blind follower never enquires about the 
orders of Allah and His Prophet M-, he is always interested 
to discern the views of his Imam. Even if he finds that the 
views of his Imam are contrary to the Qur’an and Sunnah., 
he sticks to them. However, a follower of evidence is not 
primarily interested to know the point of view of a particular 
Imam, but his query is more towards the understanding of 
the orders of Allah and the Pix^phet A follower of evidence 
reaps benefit from aU fields, whereas a blind follower sticks 
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to one. This is the principal difference between the blind 
followers of later period and former righteous believers. 
One goes after an Imam and his views, whereas the other 
picks up a right thing from wheresoever he finds. 

In Shari^ah the meaning of Taqleed (blind following) is to follow & 
refer to a saying or a point of view which the convinced (follower) 
has no argument to prove correct. Such following is absolutely 
forbidden by the Shan‘ah. To follow an issue which is proved by 
Shari‘ah and lawful arguments is called Ittiba (compliance). In 
Islam following in the former sense is not allowed, and in the latter 
sense to which we call comphance is obligatory. It is allowed and 
in some cases obhgatory for an illiterate and un~educated person 
to follow the verdict of an Islamic jurist inspire of the probability 
of error. If this is true, then what is the hindrance in acting upon 
the Hadith of the Prophet If the accuracy and authority of 
the Hadith is proved, then it is obligatory to act upon it and it is 
not correct to make lame excuses and to put conditions that if 
such and such a person acts upon it then the Hadith will be 
accepted. Accepting the Hadith of the Prophet M conditionally 
is also totally wrong. Allah has made the Sunnah of the Prophet ^ 
the criterion for Mushms to lead their lives. He who under¬ 
stands the meaning and sense of Hadith should act upon it and 
may pass a verdict. Those who cannot understand the meaning 
of the Qur’an and Hadith^ it is their duty to ask about it from 
those who know it. Allah the Almighty says: 



“So ask the people of the Reminder (Scriptures — the Torah 
and the Gospel) if you do not know.” (2i;7) 


If someone asks about an issue from a Mufti or from his Shaikh 
and rehes on it, then he should also beheve and have trust in Hadith 
of the Prophet ^ which have been collected by reliable authorities. 
Pretending not to grasp the meaning of a Hadith is just the same 
as not comprehending the meaning of the verdict of the jurist. 
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and asking for its explanation from a person who understands 
it. The same is the case with Hadith, if there is any difficulty in 
understanding the meaning, any scholar may be asked to explain 
it. It is obvious that Hadith is a stronger and better proof than Qiyas 
(analogy) and Ijtihad (authoritative interpretation of Islamic Law). 

Ibn Najeem in his book Al~Bahar ar-Ra ’iq writes: 

“Acting upon plain and categorical text of a Hadith is far better 
than acting upon Qiyas. Acting upon a Hadith is obhgatory & 
it is not obligatory to act according to Qiyas All Imams agree 
upon and advise every learned person to act upon the plain 
meaning of Hadith. ShaVani has quoted from Imam Abu 
Hanifah in Tanbih al-Mughtanin Imam used to say: “This is 
the best of mine; if anyone finds anything more clear & under¬ 
standable than this, it would be better for him to act upon that.” 


MuUa Ah Qaii I lanafi also holds up the same idea and says that any 
individual of the Muslim Ummah need not be a Hanafi, Shafiti, AlaliM 
or Hanlali; and every individual, if he himself is not a learned person, 
should ask for an explanation and have the interpretation of an 
issue concerned from a scholar. He can also seek verdicts of the 
Imams about the issue and the views of one who is more clearly 
in accordance with the Qur’an and Sunnah. Hence the well-known 
saying: “He who follows a scholar meets Allah safe and sound.” 
But it is obligatory for every Muslim to follow the Prophet 


A well known scholar of Hadith., Abdul Haq Dahlawee, wrote a 
commentary of As-Siratul Mustaqim and said that follovsting the 
Prophet ^ is an obligation for every Muslim and no one is supposed 
to follow anyone except the Prophet M- Following anybody other 
than Muhammad ^ is improper and sinful. AU the former righteous 
and guided Muslims followed the Prophet Imam Shafiti said: 


“He who finds a Hadith of the Prophet it is not legal for 
him to ignore it and follow the words of others. If he does 
so, it is wrong and sinful.” 
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It is beyond doubt that the righteous are those who follow the 
Prophet M and his life is an ideal for them in each and every way. By 
chance, if the Prophet M acted differently in some cases, they would 
do the same. They followed him fully and adopted all his ways 
at different times. Likewise they took benefit from the Hves of his 
venerable rightly-guided Caliphs and other Companions. Allah says: 



“Say (O Muhammad M to mankind): ‘If you (really) love Allah 
then follow me, Allah will love you...’” (3:3i) 

On another place Allah says: 



“...And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad M) gives you, 
take it; and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it)...” ( 59 : 7 ) 

There are many other verses of the Qur’an having the same meaning 
which tell us to obey the Prophet M and take guidance from him. 

If there are more than one Hadith of the Prophet M concerning a 
certain issue but giving differing responses, and the chronological 
order of Hadith is obscure, then it is necessary to act upon all 
of them, sometimes upon one and sometimes the other. So we 
could embrace all that has been conveyed to us. Nothing should 
escape our practice. If we choose one only and discard others, it 
may be quite harmful for us, in doing so we are liable to expose 
ourselves to transgression unintentionally. How can a Muslim 
deny a Sahih Hadith of the Prophet The Qur’an testifies: 



“Nor does he speak of (his own) desire. It is only a Revelation 
that is revealed. ” (53:3,4) 

When people started the vice of choosing of some Hadith and giving 
up some, misfortune too started with it, and different sects came 
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into existence. Chaos, disorder and confusion prevailed all over 
the Muslim World, and loathsome cry of “what is ours is ours, 
and what is yours is yours, interference shall not be tolerated” 
came from all sides. Love, sincerity, and fraternity disappeared 
from society and instead mahce, jealousy and irrational hostility 
took place. At last the Muslim Ummah lost all its prestige, 
dignity, splendor and grandeur. Europeans and other nations 
took advantage of Muslim disunity and overpowered them. 

When we call ourselves followers of the Sunnah or followers of 
Iladith, what is the difference between us? All four Imams belong to 
us, they are surely ours. If we go deep into the matter and search, we 
come to know that different sects were given air and encouraged by 
the enemies of Islam. They did it with a definite purpose to end the 
unity of Islam and divide it into various sects and groups. Some 
cunning and crafty minds created various faiths analogous to Judaism 
and Christianity. Throughout the history of Islam we see a variety of 
stooges and puppets, who play in the hands of others and degrade the 
Ummah for very trifling ends. They cannot differentiate, or they do 
not want to, between right and wrong. They dehberately go against 
the demands of justice and fulfill the intentions of non-Muslims who 
wish to sow discord and hatred among the Muslim Ummah 

Ibn Al-Barr and Ibn Taymiya say: 

“When a Hadith of the Prophet ^ is proved true and correct 
then there is no place left for the sayings of others. It is necess¬ 
ary to act according to the Hadith of the Prophet Followers of 
Madhahib must not give preference to the words of their 
Imams, instead Hadith should be given priority. The Qur’anic 
text & Ahadith are above all. Carnal and rational suppositions 
are insignificant and baseless when brought against the 
Qur’an and Hadith. Bigots try to defend their religious leaders 
with flimsy arguments. For example, they say fthere must be 
some very strong arguments, that is why their Imam left 
this Hadith and did not act according to it’ or ‘he might have 
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discovered fault, and for this reason he left this Hadith.’’ 
These arguments cannot be called arguments at aU. Bigots 
talk such absurdities and blind followers play yes men.” 


‘Umar bin Khattab says; 

^ \u. \jljj aI:. u 


“The Sunnah is that which Allah approved of and Allah’s 
Messenger ^ practised. Do not make your false compre¬ 
hension a Sunnah for Ummah.” 


May AUah bless ‘Umar -5^ — he anticipated future events and warned 
the scholars of tomorrow. Today we notice that a great deal of views 
and opinions are contradictory to the Qur’an and Sunnah, but 
people think of them as genuine the Sunnah and consider them 
true religion. In the case of disputed and contro-versial issues, 
people go after these deviated views instead of the Qur’anic text 
and actual the Sunnah, and still they beheve themselves on the 
right path. Today this is the greatest evil and biggest catastrophe 
which Islam and Mushm Ummah are facing. Imam Auzai says: 

“Follow the Pious Predecessors of the early period of Islam 
even if you are left alone; do not pay any heed to later views 
and opinions because most of these are just adorned with 
high sounding words and phrases uttering the meaning 
and sense of Qur’anic verses and Hadith of the Prophet 


Bilal bin ‘AbduUah says, that his father ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar ^ 
narrated that the Prophet ^ said: 




“Do not forbid your women from their regular visit to 
mosque.” I replied, “I shall not allow my wife, and he who 
wishes may permit his wife.” On hearing my words my father 
turned to me and said, “Curse of AUah be upon youT I am 
teUing you, this is the order of the Prophet and you dare 
to refuse it.” While saying these words he stood up in rage. 
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Practice of Noble Imams 


It has been reported in Raudat ul~ ‘Ulama Al-Zandwasia with a 
reference from Al~Hidaya that Imam Abu Hanifah was asked, 
“If you say something that is in disagreement with the Qur’an, 
what should we do in this case?” He replied, “Act according to 
commands of the Qur’an and discard my words.” He was again 
asked, “If your words go against the Hadith of the Prophet M, 
how should we act in this situation?” Abu Hanifah again replied, 
“Discard my words and act upon the Hadith.’’’’ Once more he 
was asked, “If your words oppose the words and actions of the 
noble companions of the Prophet He again repeated his reply, 
“Discard my words and follow the example of noble Companions.” 
It is reported in Kitab Al-Imta that Imam Baihaqi reported in 
his Sunan that Imam Shafi‘i said, “If I say something and it is in 
discord with the words of the Prophet in this case discard 
my opinion and act upon the Hadith. ”Imam Al-Haramain has 
explained this more clearly at another place. 

It is narrated in Kafr. 

“If a jurist passes a verdict and that verdict is not in accor¬ 
dance with the Hadith of the Prophet in such case it is 
obligatory to act in conformation of Hadith and the verdict 
of the jurist should be ignored and rejected, because the 
status of Hadith is much higher as compared to jurist’s verdict. 

If the words of a jurist are acceptable as lawful argument 
for the common man then the words of the Prophet M should 
to be accepted without any further arguments.” 

Ibn Qayyim says in A ‘lam al-Muwaqqi‘een\ 
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“All the followers and companions of Imam Abu Hanifah 
agree that even a weak Hadith excels Qiyas (analogy) and 
opinion. It should be noted that the foundation of Hanafi 
Madhhab lies on this point. If anybody says that it is not 
obligatory to act upon the Hadith of the Prophet it can 
be very easily assumed that he is not a true Muslim and 
intends to discard it merely on the basis of presumptions. 
He is doing it on purpose because no Muslim can dare to 
think of it. If anybody makes excuses that grasping the 
sense of Hadith is not possible, it is only a lame excuse, and 
not acceptable anywhere and in any condition. How can it 
be accepted when AUah revealed the Qur’an for guidance 
and for understanding its meaning and to observe 
its Commands in practical life? Allah Commanded the 
Prophet M to explain its meaning to all. Allah said: 



"...thatyou may explain clearly to men what is sent down 
to them...” (16:44) 

So, how is it possible that the words and sayings of the Prophet M, 
which are basically to explain the meaning of the Qur’an, are 
beyond the understanding of people except one Imanf? On the 
presumption of blind followers that there is has been no Mujtahid 
(Jurist of Islamic Law) for centuries, logically no one is presently 
inteUigent enough to, understand the Qur’an & Hadith thoroughly. 
In the beginning such topics and ideas were propagated by 
those who wished to conceal the position of their Madhhab and 
their own iU will against the Qur’an and Suntmh for the purpose 
of hiding the contradictions of Madhahib In the first phase the 
understanding of the Qur’an and Hadith was limited to jurists 
of Islamic Law or Imams; in the second phase the existence of 
Jurists was absolutely negated; and afterwards such silly ideas 
were disseminated among the common folks. Maybe some scholars 


m. 
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negated the presence of Mujtahideen in good faith, with the 
object in mind that common people should not go astray and 
adopt the way of Tkfa/iSaAii:/believing it to be equal to the Qur’an 
and Suntiah. Afterwards others added to it moving from one 
Madhahib to another, and adding that acting upon various 
Madhahib at a time is prohibited and unlawful. As a result of 
this trick, there was no room left for other Madhahib to take 
any thing from them. It is well known that there is no place for 
such absurd ideas in Islam. Many sound-minded scholars are 
against the idea of blind following of one Imam, but still there 
is a majority of who chng to this idea, leaving aside the Sahih 
(authentic) Hadith. It is also well knovm that it is the Prophet 
To act upon Sahih Hadith is also obligatory to follow, and it is 
strictly prohibited to follow anyone else. They know these facts 
and even then these people turn to unauthentic sources for 
guidance. Availability of Qur’an and Hadith is enough to reject 
ail other sources. On the contrary, he who prefers the way of 
the Qur’an and Sunnah to Imanfs way, is an infidel and heretic 
in their eyes! 
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Practice of the Believers 


It has been repeated time and again that it is the duty of every 
Muslim male and female to act upon the Sahih Hadith of Allah’s 
Messenger and going against the way of Allah’s Messenger 
is a hideous sin. The Qur’an says: 






“And let those who oppose the Messenger’s commandment 
beware, lest some Fitnah befall them or a painful torment be 
inflicted on them.” (24:63) 


It has also been repeated many times that It is not fit for of a 
Muslim to adhere to the blind following of one Madhhab or a 
person if a rehable Hadith is available. If he does so he is very 
similar to those who have been mentioned in the Noble Qur’an: 





“And even if you were to bring to the people of the Scripture 
(Jews and Christians) all the Aydt they would not follow 
your Qiblah (prayer direction).” (2:145) 


Every Mushm should be an eager follower of the Sunnah and 
Hadith, and going after a Madhhab or person should not be a 
hindrance in his aim. Allah says: 










“And if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it 
to Allah and His Messenger (M) if you believe in Allah and 
in the Last Day. ” (4:59) 
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In case of dispute on any matter, one should turn to Hadith for 
guidance. There are many issues which are disputed among 
Imams so, it is wise and preferable to adopt The Sunnah^ This 
is most amazing: though the followers of every Madhhab know 
that a Mujtahid is not exempted from errors and is liable to 
misconceptions, and they also know the Prophet ^ is free from 
making any error, even then they leave aside the Sahih Hadith 
and stick to the words of the Mujtahid. They trust the dubious 
words of a Mujtahid and cling to them, but they do not trust the 
words of the Prophet ^ whose utterances are absolute truth. 
Here is an example the Hanafits do not raise their forefinger in 
Tashahhud. In this matter they depend upon the words of 
‘Kaidani’ and beheve that this gesture is prohibited, whereas a 
Sahih Hadith is in its favor; all the noble Companions of the 
Prophet M, all the Imams and all the Mujtahideen practiced it. 
Imam Abu Hanifah, Abu Yousuf and Imam Mohammad also 
observed this practice. The vahdity of this is confirmed from the 
Muatta of Imam Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan Ash-Sahibanee, Sharh 
Ma’aniAl-Athar oi Tahawi, Path Al~Qadeer, Al-Snaya, Umdatul 
Qariand other reliable works of Hanafi jurisprudence. 

I have seen a lot of people who are devoted worshippers, but they 
pay no attention to Hadith. They spend all their time in the study 
of books belonging to their Madhhab. They regard the study of 
Hadith a useless theme. This is due to ignorance of truth and reality. 

Muhammad Hayat Sindhi says: 

“It is obhgatory for every Muslim man and woman to learn 
the Qur’an and Hadith, to understand its meaning and sense. 
Every one should try to dig out ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ from the 
Qur’an and Hadith. If someone is not capable of doing so, he 
may follow the mligious leaders and guides, but not a specific 
person or Imam, because in doing so there is possibihty of 
raising the status of Imam to the level of a Prophet. There 
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is also a possibility of making him a god as already narrated 
by Adi bin Hatim in the explanation of: 



“They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their 
monks to be their lords besides Allah.” (9:3i) 

He should act upon what is unanimously agreed upon by all 
Madhahib. At the time of utmost need, he can act according to 
Rukhsah (permission) sanctioned unanimously and agreed upon 
by all Madhahib:, but if it is not a crucial demand, it is better to 
act according to the agreed upon way. Our contemporaries have 
made it compulsory to abide by one Madhhab Neither can one 
move from one Madhhab to another nor can he adopt anything 
from other sects. We see the blind followers leaving the path of 
sense and reason and going after doubtful ideas and absurdities. 
This is pure ignorance, heresy and apostasy. 

Imam ShafiT says: 


“He who follows an individual, concerning the lawfulness 
or prohibition of things, and a Sahih Hadith is available to 
lead to a right a decision and the reality of the matter, but 
the blind following of an Imam (not Imam himself) stops 
him from accepting that Hadith against the views he is 
holding, such a person is making his Imam a god on account 
of regarding a prohibited thing to be lawful and vice versa. 
(Verily we are for Allah and will certainly return to Him).” 


By chance if the blind followers find an action or saying of a 
Companion of the Prophet ^ which is against a Hadith., they 
infer immediately that perhaps the Companion did not know 
this Hadith. Their deduction is correct and based on sound 
reasoning. But, on the other hand when they come across a Hadith 
which is against the words of their Imam, instead of accepting 
it with the same sound reasoning, they defend their Imam with 
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absurd and baseless interpretations. Very often they tamper with 
the original words of the Hadith and change the literal and 
essential meanings. If, in the absence of any acceptable interpre¬ 
tation from their side, they are told there is a possibility that the 
Imam did not get this Hadith, they get annoyed and their 
behaviour is quite disgusting. How strange is it that in case of a 
noble Companion they accept the plea of not having the infor¬ 
mation about the Hadith, but in the case of an Imam they do 
not accept the same plea, whereas the eminence and status of a 
Companion is much higher than the Imam. Blind followers just 
teach and learn books of the Hadith, but never try to understand 
the significance of the Hadith in practical life, which is the real 
purpose of the Qur’an and Sunnah. When they come across a 
Hadith against their faith they interpret it in various ways and 
when they are unable to find a fair and reasonable interpretation, 
they lay the matter on the Imam by saying, “Our Imam is well- 
versed in the science of Hadith, his scholarship and knowledge 
is far better than ours. He might be aware of his action, we merely 
follow him.” The words of the Imam are clear enough: “Do not 
accept our verdict or do not follow our action, until and unless 
you understand the argument behind it.” 

They should be aware of the punishment of such improper 
actions, and should not make a dispute to a settled matter. The 
Qur’an says: 













"But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they 
make you (O Muhammad M) judge in all disputes between 
them, and find in themselves no resistance against your 
decisions, and accept (them) with full submission.” (4:65) 


Sanad ibn Anan writes in Madawwanah: 
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“Any wise, sensible person would not like to find himself 
to be a fixated follower. 1 do not say that following is 
forbidden for everybody; a common man who is ignorant 
and uneducated is allowed to follow under certain conditions, 
but it is necessary to understand the arguments of Jurists 
and Imams. Adopting the views of others without knowing 
the reason behind it and without checking the validity of 
the argument is called blind following; such a following 
does not enhance the knowledge of the follower, yet there is 
a possibihty of going astray. To follow a specific person is 
a heresy in itself; and we definitely know that this kind of 
following had not started at the time of Companions of the 
Prophet The Noble Companions always sought guidance 
from the Qur’an and Sunnah, and if they did not get a clear 
answer from these two sources they collectively considered 
the issue and acted according to the result unanimously 
agreed upon. The second generation adopted a similar 
approach. In the third era great scholars like Imam Abu 
Hanifa, Imam MaUk, Imam SahfeT and Imam Ahmed taught. 
They also followed the path of venerable Companions of 
the Prophet Their era had not seen the bhnd following of 
one person. Companions of Imams and their contemporaries 
too did not follow anyone person, they would grasp any¬ 
thing which is in accordance with the Qur’an and Sunnah 
from anywhere they got. Companions of Imam Abu Hanifah 
and Imam Malik opposed them on a number of issues. 
But it is very strange and beyond comprehension that the 
followers of Imams regard the following an ancient trend. 

It is a demonstrable fact that fixated following originated 
after two centuries which were applauded by the Prophet 

Sindhi has censured the blind following of one person, though 
his views are according to the Qur’an and Sunnah. No doubt 
blind following is a vile and base heresy, and a very dangerous. 
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harmful and ruinous weapon of Satan, which he has used to 
disunite the Mushm Ummah. Followers of the Imams respect 
their Imams more than the Companions of the Prophet They 
accept the Hadith gladly which confirms their point of view, but 
a Hadith which is nearer to the point of view of another Imam 
is not acceptable. A Hadith which does not support their point 
of view is unimportant and vain, though it is clear from ambiguity 
— then they would try to craft the arguments in favour of their 
Madhhab dixvdi will try to defend their Imam. When they write a 
commentary on a book of Hadith., they distort the meanings and 
tamper with the meanings of Hadith which are not in conformity 
with their views. When they fail to do this, (because some Hadith 
are so clear that they cannot change the meanings) the Hadith 
are labeled ‘abrogated’ without any proof and without any logical 
argument. Blind followers will not accept any argument against 
their views. When you bring them aiguments and examples from 
the Qur’an and Sunnah, despite obvious proof, they will not pay 
any heed to it. According to the Qur’an; 



“As if they were frightened (wild) donkeys. Fleeing from a 
hunter, or a lion, or a beast of prey.” (74:50,51) 

They wiU run away from truth. Turks, Indians and some of the 
people dwelHng in the suburbs of Haramain are of the same 
category as mentioned above. They pose as big rehgious leaders 
from their appearance but actually they are misled. They do 
not raise the right hand’s forefinger in Tashahhud. Many times 
I have asked them the reason for not raising the finger, whereas 
this action is the Surmah. The Companions of the Prophet the 
Imams and Mujtahidin all did this. This action is a lethal weapon 
for Satan. Their simple answer was; “We are followers of the 
Hanafi Madhhab, and this is not lawful in our Madhhab, rather 
it is prohibited.” I argued with them on the basis of Muatta of 
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Imam Muhammad, SharkMa^aniAl-Atharoilahxawi^ and Path 
Al-Qadeer of Ibn Hamam and proved to them with their own 
authentic books. They replied that earlier followers of Imam Abu 
Hanifah agreed upon it, but later did not act upon it, & they are also 
prohibited from acting upon it; so it has been abrogated, as it is 
written in Kitab~As~Salatoi Masudi and in Al~Khulasaul Kaidaniah. 
Anyhow they insisted on not raising the finger in Tashahhud. 

Abul Qasim Qushairi says: 

“We, the truth seekers, should always follow the one who 
is innocent and free from any possibility of making an 
error, and we should stop from following those who are 
liable to make a mistakes. We should take from the Imam 
whatever is in accordance with the Qur’an and Sunnah, 
and disregard whatever is doubtful. The Qur’an commands 
us to follow the Prophet On the contrary there is no 
evidence or sound argument to follow the word of a jurist 
or a Sufi, except that which is in agreement with the Qur’an 
and Sunnah. Those who shun following the Qur’an and 
Sunnah are at a great loss, for they adhere to those views 
which the Imam himself has prohibited. Such adheres of 
blind following are censured by Islamic Law, Jurists and 
Sufis. A seeker of reality and truth is always careful and 
avoids doubtful matters. He is applauded by all for his 
struggle for truth. Anybody who follows an Imam and knows 
that a certain view of Imam is not in conformity with the 
Qur’an and Sunnah, or Ijma‘oi the Ummah or Qiyas, even 
then he sticks to the word of Imam, his claim of being a 
follower of the Imam is entirely false. He is not a follower 
of the Imam, but actually a follower of his own baser self 
an bigotry. The Imam has no responsibility for his deed, 
because every Imam has persistently commanded their 
companions to be heedful about the principles of Islamic 
Law. So, the Imam have no relationship and association 
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with those who are not mindful of the Qur’an and Sunnah. 
They are misled and mislead others. Truth was revealed 
to the Prophet and what he disseminated is truth. To 
follow an Imam or his sect without comprehending the 
basic philosophy behind his arguments, is a big folly. 
Only a fair-minded and unbiased person can conceive 
the intensity of the problem. Such a following is nothing 
but lust, vanity and prejudice. All Imams have condemned 
blind following without understanding the logic behind 
their philosophy. He who follows the arguments and benefits 
from all the Imams, undoubtedly follows the Qur’an and 
Surmah and his Imam. But on the other hand, if he sticks to 
his Imanis view when a clear proof or a Hadith is available 
contrary to the view of his Imam, he is a wrongdoer and 
would be ousted from his and other Madhahib. If the Imam 
had known the Sahih Hadith, he would have changed his 
view in accordance with the Hadith. So, a person who clings 
to blind following persistently is an open rebel against 
Allah, and disobedient to the Prophet He is a selfish, 
vicious and faithless person who is dominated by lusts and 
desires. He is a devotee and disciple of Satan.” 

The Qur’an says: 


^ ^ 


“Have you seen him who takes his own lust (vain desires) as 
his ildh (god), and Allah, knowing (him as such), left him 
astray, and sealed his hearing and his heart, and put a cover 
on his sight. Who then will guide him after Allah? Will you 
not then remember?” (45:23) 


(May Allah vsave us from going astray after guiding us to the Right 
Path). Ameen. 
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Rabi‘ bin Sulaiman Jaizi narrates that once a person asked about 
an issue from Imam Shafi^i. He replied that it is narrated that the 
view of the Prophet M is like this in this matter. The man asked 
again, “Do you have the same view in this matter?” Imam Shafi‘i 
trembled with fear and turned pale on hearing this question 
and said, “Hell with you, no place on earth and heaven would 
save me from wrath of Allah, if I give a reference of a Hadith 
and my verdict is not in accordance with it. I shall honour and 
pay due respect to the Hadith” Imam Shafi‘i repeated this again 
and again and fear of Allah overpowered him. Humaidi has 
also narrated this incident. 


Know that most of the sons of Adam are unfortunate and in loss, 
a very few are fortunate and successful. Anybody who wishes 
to assess himself and wants to know his position in the scale of 
good and evil, should judge himself with the gauge of Qur’an 
and Sunnah, instantly he will come to know what his measure is 
and where the way he is going after leads him. Allah has clearly 
described the criterion of virtue and evil in the Qur’an, Surah Al- 
Asr. AUah swears by time and says that Man is in loss except those 
who bear four qualities. Anyone having supernatural qualities, like 
flying, walking on water, or telling the future and without any 
acceptable reason giving up the commands of Allah and committing 
sin without hesitation, can never be a saint or pious person, but 
surely he is a disciple of the Devil in the shape of man, whom 
Allah has appointed to test man’s faith in AUah. AUah can test 
a man the way He likes. Allah granted Satan the potential to 
change his form; and he runs through the blood of man in his 
veins. Satan is busy day and night to misguide him. When the 
Day of Judgment will be close by, Allah will grant great powers 
to Dajjal, like giving hfe, and causing death and rain. Allah tests 
the faith of his slaves in different ways. 

Sha'rani in Al-Mizan writes that Abu Dawood reported that he 
asked from Imam Ahmad whether he (Abu Dawood) should 
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follow Imam Auzai or Imam Malik? He (Imam Ahmad) answered: 
“Do not affiliate yourself to anyone, but follow what is in con¬ 
formity with the Qur’an and Sutmah, foUow the Prophet M and 
his Companions and then their followers, if you wish.” 

On another occasion he said: 

“Do not follow me or Imam Alalik, Imam Shafi'i, Imam Abu 
Hanifah, Imam Auzai, or Imam Sufyan Thauri, but always 
follow the first source which all of them have followed, and 
that is the Qur’an and Sunnah. It is stupidity to include 
the views of others in one’s faith and stick to them.” 

Ibn Jauzi writes in his book Talbees Iblis. 

“To blindly follow is to make knowledge ineffective. The 
real function of the intellect is to think, ponder, meditate 
and dig up hidden points and the significance of ideas. 
The intellect is a hght for the guidance of life; Allah has 
bestowed this hght upon every human being. But very few 
use this, mostly put off this light and walk in darkness.” 
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Strange Attitude 


It should be kept in mind that a verdict or view of Mujtahid is not 
a command of Allah. Imam Abu Yousuf and Imam Muhammad 
differed with the views of Imam Abu Hanifah just because they 
were the views of a man and not the commands of Allah. Imam 
Abu Hanifah used to say: 

“This is my view; if there is another better than this, I 
shall accept that without any hesitation.” 

Almost all the Imams declared the same view about their opinion. 
They used to say: 

“This is my personal view and is not binding upon anyone 
to accept it; he who agrees to my arguments may accept 
my view, he who disagrees to my arguments may discard 
my view.” 


I have a question for those who follow a specific person. What 
are the qualities and distinctive features of a person to make him 
preferable to others and how do they consider one Imam superior 
to another? Their answer to this question is known. They say 
that their Imam was the most learned man of his age and he 
excelled his contemporaries and predecessors in perfection and 
proficiency. I ask them how they come to know that he was the 
most learned man of his age. The very statement of their goes 
against them. A judge is required to know and understand the 
entire philosophy of all the Imams and rehgious leaders and 
their arguments and proofs. But those who proclaim one Imam to 
be the greatest and most learned man are themselves not proficient 
enough to be a judge. They are surely not more learned than 
the Imams, if they do not even understand the point of view of 
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the Imam they follow. Moreover, if the basis of ‘following’ is to 
be ‘more learned’, then Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, Uthman, ‘Ali and Ibn 
Mas‘ud are certainly more learned than the Imams; and the 
whole Ummah agree about their superior scholarship. 

Someone should ask the blind followers: To whom do you give 
a similar status, and to whose words, with that of the Prophet 
Before the Imam’s\>vc^ what was the system of people concerning 
Islam and how did they used to lead their lives? What was the 
source of their guidance? What was their faith before the 
inception of bhnd following? Were they not guided and pious 
Muslims? O blind followers! Would that you had stopped there, 
where you had taken the words of an Imam as the words of the 
Prophet but you surpassed the limits and you followed the 
words of the Imam more eagerly and zealously than the words 
of the Prophet Anyhow, tell us prior to the birth of the Imams, 
was Muslim Ummah on the right path or had it deviated from 
the right path? Certainly you agree that the Muslim Ummah was 
on the right path. Now you again say: did they follow anything 
else or anyone else except the Qur’an and Sutmah and the noble 
Companions of the Prophet MI Is it not true that they gave 
priority to the Qur’an and Sunnah and gave preference to the 
footprints of the Companions of the Prophet M, and wherever 
they had difference of opinion, they always turned to the Qur’an 
and Sunnah for guidance and they never accepted personal views? 
Positively this is the right path of Islam. Divergence from this 
path is nothing but deviation and vice. 




“So after the truth, what else can there be save error?” ( 10 : 32 ) 


It is apparent that all the blind followers of Madhahib degrade 
all the noble Companions of the Prophet M and their venerable 
followers, all religious leaders and Imams, except those whom 
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they follow. They pull them down from their honourable place 
to an ordinary level where there is no value in their views and 
their verdicts have no significance at all. They make use of the 
views and verdicts of others only when it is necessary and 
inevitable to refute them and advance the authority and prestige 
of their Imam. They do not hesitate to tamper with the meanings 
of the Verses of the Noble Qur’an and Ahadith. 

If a verse of the Noble Qur’an or a Hadith is contrary to the views 
of their Imam, they would interpret the verse of the Qur’an or 
the Hadith according to their prefixed viewpoint. They make 
every effort to defend the point of view of their Imam, and in 
this effort they exceed the hmits of Shari‘ah (Divine Law). In 
this exercise they have gone so far that we cannot make them 
understand. We complain to Allah against their innovations in 
religion, nonsense and prejudice — and only Allah can deal 
with them and settle their affairs. 


Had not Allah taken the responsibility of safeguarding the 
purity of Islam and regularly creating a class of people who 
would go on explaining the true face of Islam to the world, 
working persistently for its exaltation and defending it against 
all kinds of assaults, then Islam would have been obhterated long 
ago. Who could be more rude and disrespectful to the noble 
Companions of the Prophet % and to the noble followers of the 
Companions and to the religious leaders, and who could be more 
guilty of deviating from the right path of Islam, than he who 
trusts and goes after only one Imam and seeks guidance from him 
in each and every matter and disregards the Qur’an and Sunnahl 


Every sect of blind followers contradicts the Commands of Allah 
and the Prophet They are far away from the right path of 
venerable Companions of the Prophet M- They are also unaware 
of the teachings of their Imams. The way they are going is not 
the way of sane people. The infamous descendants have changed 
the right path of the ancestors and adulterated the religion. 
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Commands of the Qur’an, Hadith of the Prophet and sayings 
of Khulafa-ur-Rashidun and other Companions of the Prophet M 
have no value for them. They evaluate these commands, Ahadith^ 
words and sayings in accordance with the views of their Imam, 
whatever is in harmony with their views, they accept and what¬ 
ever is against the views of their Imam, they turn down and say, 
“we have reason to reject it and there is no way to accept it.” Their 
scholars try their best to change the meanings to accommodate 
their own views. 


These are the people who have divided the Muslim Ummah into 
different sects and every sect is tries hard to prove his correctness 
and righteousness. Ardent preachers of every sect are busy pro¬ 
pagating their viewpoint, and proving themselves on the right 
path accusing others of going astray. Each sect refuses to act 
according to any other’s point of view and considers them all as 
outcasts and belonging to another rehgion, whereas as it was 
expected from all sects to get together around one formula which 
is common to all. In other words, all should unite under the flag 
of Allah’s Messenger M, and should not obey anybody else. 

Taking the opinions and analogies of the scholars is hke the use 
of Taymmum (dry ablution) which is only used when water is not 
available. So, when the Qur’anic text and tradition is accessible, 
it is obligatory to act according to these and not go after the 
words of an Imam. But bhnd followers depend upon Tayammum 
which is absolutely erroneous in the presence of water. It is 
startling to know that some followers follow the later era followers 
of their Imam, and pay no heed to the words of distinguished 
and eminent personalities like Imam Bukhari, Abdullah bin 
Mubarak, Imam Auzai and Abu Sufyan al-Thauri. Sometimes 
they do not care for the teachings and opinions of great rehgious 
guides like Hasan Basari, Sa^eed bin Musaiyab and Imam Abu 
Hanifah, whom they claim to follow; but they act upon the 
words of later era followers of the above mentioned religious 
leaders and Imams. It has been noticed that sometimes they 
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prefer the words of later era followers to the words of the four 
guided Caliphs and Abdullah bin Mas^ud 

If the words and verdicts of later era scholars were considered 
Uke those of the Companions of the Prophet M and their followers 
it would have been tolerated, but the matter is more shocking 
than this. They insist to follow the later era scholars and prohibit 
to foUow the noble Companions of the Prophet May Allah 
give them wisdom to differentiate between right and wrong. 

Imam Mahk said that the last period of the Mushm Ummah can 
be rectified and reformed by adopting the same ways and methods 
which were adopted by earlier Muslims. Certainly the earlier 
Muslims depended on the Qur’an and Sunnah and after that on 
the consensus of Muslim Ummah. But when Muslims desisted 
from taking advice from Shari‘ah (Divine Law) and started 
taking interest in the words of the Imams to please them, they 
unknowingly made them parallel to the Prophet M', and it will 
not be a matter of wonder if the Muslim Ummah is deprived of 
assurance of success and help from Allah. Today’s Mushms are 
far from the qualities of a true Muslim. In the first two centuries, 
there was no trace of blind following at all and people did not 
do anything against the Qur’an and Sunnah, whereas today’s 
situation is the reverse. The world has made immense progress 
in every walk of life. If an individual from a learned, advanced 
and informed nation reverts to Islam, and finds various sects with 
different principles and views before him, he must be confused, 
standing at the crossedroads, not knowing which way to go. It 
win be almost impossible to make him beheve that this particular 
sect or this particular Madhhab is correct and true Islam, or to 
make him beheve that with all our differences, and inspire of 
having various sects, we are one nation. The same thing cropped 
up in the case of the Japanese striving to enter Islam. If we, the 
Muslim Ummah, simply follow the Qur’an and Sunnah, it will 
be very easy to understand true, simple and real Islam. 










Should fl Muslim follow a particular Madhhab? 


When we look into the verdicts of jurists and notice their differences 
and ponder over the arguments behind disagreements, we are 
struck with amazement. If strong and reasonable arguments are 
brought to settle their differences and adopt the right path, 
they reject them on the basis that such and such a Imam is 
against this view, whereas the view itself is not authentic and 
many of the narrators of this view are absent from the chain of 
narrators. Such unauthentic views are deemed to be sufficient 
to leave aside the Sahih Hadith. Their attitudes have caused a 
radical distance from original sources of guidance and cut off 
the Muslim Ummah from its origins and roots. In Islam it is not 
permissible to seek guidance from any other source except the 
Qur’an and Sunnah, it is a must to obey the orders of Allah and 
His Messenger and not to obey anyone else. He who obeys 
others, other than Allah, is a polytheist and his end is nothing 
but destruction. AUah says in the Qur’an: 


> 

rti 




ot 


\jj\ 




“When those who were followed, disown (declare themselves 
innocent of) those who followed (them), and they see the 
torment, then all their relations will be cut off from them.” 
( 2 : 166 ) 


(S’ si' 


“And those who followed will say: “If only we had one more 
chance to return (to the worldly life), we would disowned 
(declare ourselves as innocent from) them as they have 
disowned us.” Thus Allah will show them their deeds as regrets 
for them. And they will never get out of the Fire.” ( 2 : 167 ) 
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This verse from the Noble Qur’an should be enough to shake the 
blind followers and make them tremble in their hearts. Concer¬ 
ning matters of religion, blind following is prohibited in either 
case, whether in case of faith and worship or in case of lawful¬ 
ness and prohibition of things. It is not permitted to follow 
anyone in this regard, only the Qru’an 'AndSunnah should be 
followed and nothing else. This verse of Qur’an is also a warning 
for Imams who mislead, but those Imams who lead the people 
to the right path and warn them from doing anything wrong 
or against the tenets of faith, are excluded and free. 

Some interpreters of the Noble Qur’an hold the view that such 
verses are about pagans and polytheists. It is correct that such 
verses are about pagans, but actually these are much broader 
in sense and meanings, and serve as warning for Muslims. If 
we take their bare meaning and associate these verses to Jews 
and Christians, their significance is lessened and universality of 
Qur’anic verses is decreased. Today most of the Muslims do not 
take any warning from the verses of the Qur’an and think only 
the utterance of la ilaha illallah is sufficient for salvation on the 
Day of Judgment. This thinking is not correct. Many hypocrites 
say la ilaha illallah and certainly they will not be forgiven. 

Allah has mentioned various types and forms of polytheism 
with reference to pagans in the Noble Qur’an for the sake of 
Muslims to understand and take warning from the example of 
pagans and save themselves from destruction. 


Arrogant leaders of bhnd followers think that the people who 
could take guidance directly from the Noble Qur’an have passed 
away and now no one can replace them, because essential qualities 
needed to infer guidance from the Book cannot accumulate in 
one person. So, a direct system of acquiring guidance from the 
Noble Qur’an is stopped, whereas all earlier guided people. 
Companions of the Prophet M, their followers and aU four Imams, 
unanimously declared that no one should act upon the words 











Should Muslim follow a particular Madhhab? 


of anyone without knowing and understanding the arguments 
behind them. Later some scholars of the followers made it legal 
and lawful that an ignorant and uneducated person can follow 
the words of a jurist without knowing and understanding the 
arguments behind the words. Still later, a period of fixated 
followers came, when it was entirely prohibited to deduct any 
inference from the Qur‘an, and anyone who tried to under¬ 
stand the meaning of the Qur’an and Sunnah and endeavored 
to act accordingly was declared ‘misled’ and ‘dissolute’. It is an 
absurdity and open mahce against religion. Even more strange 
is the fact that the people having a mind and education accepted 
and admitted their views. Logically speaking, these scholars and 
jurists became equal in dignity to Allah for people. Because 
people accepted their views and opinion instead of accepting 
the commands of Noble Qru’an and Hadith of the Prophet In 
the very near future, they will denounce one another and each 
side will deny blame, as Allah has said in verses cited above. 
The author has also written a booklet entitled Al-Burhanus 
Sati in the explanation of the verse: (2:167). This booklet has 
been pubhshed in Egypt; anyone who needs more information 
about the topic may consult it. (May Allah guide us to the Right 
Path). Ameen. 
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An Advice to the Sensible 


In the following pages I present some examples of absurdities 
committed by blind followers in the middle centuries, which have 
been mentioned earlier in this booklet, the deviation from Islam, 
turning away from the Qur’an and Sunnah, making changes in 
meanings of the verses of the Qur’an and Hadith, playing anagrams 
with Ahadith. 

The Noble Qur’an says: 


i^\ 






“They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their 
monks to be their lords besides Allah (by obeying them in 
things which they made lawful or unlawful according to 
their own desires without being ordered by Allah). ” (9:3i) 

Imam Fakhruddin Razi (d. 606 A.H.) in his book Mafatih al-Ghaib 
wrote that once he met a group of ^follower Fuqaha^ (Jurists). 
Concerning some issue he (Imam Razi) read out many verses of 
Qur’an. Their point of view was against these verses, so they 
refused to accept these verses. They looked quite blank, as they 
had not understood the meanings of these verses or as they were 
wondering: how is it possible to act according to these verses 
when their predecessors gave verdict against it? If you look 
into the matter deeply, you wiH find a lot of people infected with 
this disease. Many ‘bhnd followers’ believe in transmigration 
and union of their leaders with Allah. 


Similar event has been quoted by Mohyi As-Sunnah Allama 
Baghwi in his TafsirMa^alam at-Tanzeel. 
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These Muslims of modern age who for successive generations 
keep on following their Imams without looking deep into the 
matters of faith and worship and into the matters of lawfulness 
and prohibition of various things should take a warning. Their 
following has no approval from the Qur’an and Sunnah, there is 
even no continuity in chain of action. Moreover, there is no Sahih 
Hadith available in their favor; as a matter of fact the Qur’an 
and Sunnah and the principles of their Imam contradict their 
way of action. Today the situation is worst and people are more 
sinful than before as Imam Razi has referred. So, the people of 
this era should come to their senses. Shaikh Rasheed Rida has also 
warned in his Tafsir Al-Manar a^ainsi such kind of following. I 
have also clarified this in my work of explanation of Surah 
Fatihah entitled AwdhulBurhan Fi Tafsir Umm al-Quv’an. 

Allama Murtaza Zubaidi wrote in the explanation of Ihya Ul- 
‘Ulum that the person worthy of following is the Prophet ^ only; 
and his commands are to be obeyed. We follow the Companions 
of the Prophet because they learnt directly form Allah’s 
Messenger and what they learnt from him, we follow that 
only and nothing else. That is why ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas said: “A 
part of every one’s knowledge is acceptable and a part of it may 
be rejected, except the knowledge of the Prophet 

Iraqi reported that Tabarani quoted it in Al-Kabir and it is also 
present in Quwwat uI-QuIoob. 

Sectarian following is an incurable disease that has spread all 
over the Muslim world. Only a small number of people prefer 
the Qur’an and Sunnah to sectarian books. AU praise is to Allah, 
we find a group of pure believers among us and see them 
actively fighting against all kinds of Uls and find them busy 
propagating Islam and the Oneness of Allah. An organization 
was estabhshed with mutual cooperation for the purpose of 
propagation. Workers of this organization are active in Hijaz, 
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Egypt, Sudan and Iraq. May Allah bless them and may Divine 
help and guidance be with them. 

Nawab Siddique Hasan Khan in his Tafsir of the Noble Qur’an 
entiteld Fath al-Bayan, while writing the explanation of (9:31) 
writes: 

“This verse of the Qur’an is sufficient for every wise and 
sensible person to prevent him from following Imams, 
and giving preference to their words over the Qur’an and 
Sunnah. In the presence of the text of Qur’anic verses and 
Hadith, acting upon the words of Imams is similar to the 
action of Jews and Christians who made their priests equal 
to God; though they did not worship them, they accepted 
their words as commands and acted upon them. What 
their priests made legal was legal for them and whatever 
was prohibited they considered unlawful. Blind followers 
also do the same.” 


O slaves of Allahl your claim of being followers of faith, your 
claim of being members of Mushm Ummah is false because you 
gave up the Qur’an and Sunnah and rely on the words of others. 
You trust and follow the words of a man who is liable to error 
and sin. He can make mistakes, he can think wrongfully; aU human 
weaknesses are present in him. Books of your faith also verify 
and affirm that nobody is innocent except the Prophet and 
the following of other than him is unlawful. My brothers in 
Islam! I.,eave those books which are written by persons, who may 
commit mistakes, and return to the Book of Allah, which is free 
from all error, return to the Sunnah, which is true guidance 
for our lives. The Prophet ^ is the greatest Imam, then why not 
follow him, why not to follow his footprints? All the Imams 
followed the path of the Prophet % and only his way can lead to 
success, aU other ways surely lead to destruction and are rejected 
by Allah. May AUah guide us to the right path of the Prophet 
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It is proven from the verses of the Noble Qur’an that real law 
giver to mankind is Allah Himself, and Muhammad M is His 
Messenger and informer as Allah said: 



“Your duty is to convey (the Message).” (42:48) 
And Allah M says: 



“The Messenger’s duty is but to convey (the Message). (5:99) 
And Allah dS says: 


& 



“Your duty is only to convey the Message. ” (3:20) 

The point of being merely an informer and communicator has 
been emphasized in these verses, which is strong evidence that 
the real ‘Law Giver’ is AUah and we should follow the Prophet ^ 
to abide by the Commands of Allah. 

The fundamentals of Islamic faith estabhshed by the text of Qur’an 
and by the clarification and explanation of the Prophet M are 
of three kinds: (a) faith and tenets (b) worship in all its forms, 
absolute or bound to time and space, quahty or quantity, (c) 
prohibitions. As for other than these Commands of Shari‘ah 
(Divine Law), if a text of Qur’an or clarification by the Prophet ^ 
is not available, they may be proved by Ijtihad (authoritative 
interpretation of Islamic Law) and its basic philosophy is to 
avoid evils and bring about reformation and good. We should 
change our attitude towards religion and should wake up from 
carelessness. The Qur’an, the words of Hadith, and examples of 
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righteous people of early period of Islam are available, we should 
turn to them for guidance. 

Here I presented some instances from the writings of religious 
leaders and thinkers to support my arguments, which I presented 
to Muslims for contemplation and understanding the meaning 
and sense of the Qur’an. 

Muslims are advised to take advice from the Noble Qur’an and 
from its explanation by the Prophet M- Muslims should be 
satisfied with the modes of worship contained in these two 
sources i.e. the Qur’an and Hadith, and to abstain from all 
others. Believers should seek help from Allah to get strength 
from the Qur’an and Sunnah, and to be alert to defend Islam 
against the evil designs of disbehevers. They should fight hard 
against non-Muslims for the honour and integrity of Islam and 
to strengthen it. 
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The Right Path 


In this transitory world, Allah has ordered us to adopt the straight 
path. This straight path is the intent of Allah and Allah wants 
us to follow it, for this reason all the Messengers were sent and 
aU the Books were revealed. Allah has also informed us that only 
the straightway can lead us to Paradise. As much as one is firm 
on the right path in this world, exactly that much one wiU remain 
firm and confident on Sirat (the narrow bridge leading to Paradise 
made over the Hell). Allah says in Qur’an: 



“And verily, this is my Straight Path, so follow it, and follow 
not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His 
Path. This He has ordained for you that you may become 
Al-Muttaqun (thepious).” (6:153) 

In this short-lived world a follower of the straight path is a traveler 
who is forsaken by the worldly minded people. For this reason he 
may feel himself lonely and aloof, but Allah has informed that 
the Prophets, faithful, martyrs and righteous are his companions 
on his route to the straight path; these people are endowed with 
the Grace of Allah. Who can be better companions than these 
people? So, the traveler of the straight path and the seeker of 
rectitude and guidance should not worry and feel lonesome. 
On the contrary, he should feel happy and gratified that his 
companions are those who are dear to Allah and enjoy His favor. 

Those who do not foUow the right path may be greater in number 
but are worthless before Allah. Former righteous and nobles have 
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said: “Choose the right path and do not feel lonesome in this path 
due to your smallness in number. Keep away from the wrong way & 
do not be taken in by the majority — certainly they are approaching 
their destruction. Whenever you feel alone in this way, remember 
your good and virtuous friends, about whom Allah has promised. 
Pay no heed to the call of wrongdoers lest they mislead you from 
the right path. That is why it occurred in Du^a al-Qunut 



“O Allahl make me one of those You have bestowed Your 
Grace and guided on the right path.” 

Everyone should refrain from the way of “those who have earned 
Allah’s wrath” {Maghdubi ‘Alaihinb & “those who went astray” {Dallin). 

They are away from truth and right path. Truth and straight¬ 
way is the way of the Prophet ^ and his noble Companions, and 
other ways are false and wrong. Everything which has been 
taken from or linked with the Prophet ^ is correct and leads to 
the ‘straight way;’ and whatever is not taken from the Prophet M 
is wrong and leads to the wrong way and deserves the wrath of 
Allah. {Madarij as-Salikeen - Ibn Qaiyim) 

There is no doubt that the noble Companions of the Prophet ® 
understood the religion and Shari‘ah (Divine Law) better than 
others; they were also aware of the truth and philosophy behind 
every point of law. If we compare the deeds of the noble Companions 
and those of the innovators, we can find a clear difference between 
them. The Noble Companions conquered many countries and 
cities where there was atheism and disbehef, and wherever they 
went, they succeeded in winning the hearts of people with their 
excellent character. This is a big proof that they were on the 
right path. On the contrary, wherever the Rafidees (extreme Shi‘as) 
and other innovators went, they left a reverse impression on 
people. 
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Pharaoh’s Method 


I was reciting the Noble Qur’an sitting in the mosque of ‘Abdullah 
bin ‘Abbas at Taif on 10* of Ramadan 1360H. I trembled from 
fear of Allah, when I came across some Verses and noticed that 
it was Pharaoh who for the first time divided humanity into 
different classes and sects. From these Verses of the Noble Qur’an 
we infer that dividing the populace and creating classes of masses 
is a Pharaoh’s method. Allah says in Surah al~Qasas\ 





“Verily, Firaun (Pharaoh) exalted himself in the land and 
made its people sects, weakening (oppressing) a group (i.e. 
Chirldren of Israel) among them.” (28:4) 


And also in Surah ar~Rum: 






“And he not of Al-Mushrikun (the disbelievers in the One¬ 
ness of Allah, polytheists, idolaters, etc.) of those who split 
up their religion (i.e. who left the true Islamic Monotheism), 
and became sects, [i.e. the invented new things in the 
religion (Bid‘ah), and followed their vain desires], each sect 
rejoicing in that which is with it.” (30:3i,32) 

Even today the European governments work at the pohcy of 
“Divide and Rule.” 


Nobody denies the fact that it is a characteristic and distinguished 
quality of guided ones to believe in all Allah’s Messengers and 
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to believe in what has been sent down on them, and to make no 
distinction among them. Everyone should give due respect to 
all Allah’s Messengers, rather it is our duty to respect them. If it 
is a fact of the matter, then why not to give due respect to their 
heirs — noble Companions of Allah’s Messenger their 
followers and the four Imams and other religious leaders and 
jurists — we ought to respect all of those and should not follow 
exclusively any one of them and hate others. We should have 
love and respect for all and should take from all according to 
the Qur’an and Sunnah. Some sectarian followers value only 
their own Imams and have no respect for others. This attitude has 
caused hatred and enmity among them. This matter of fixated 
following has gone so far that followers of one sect do not pray 
(offer SalaH) under the leadership of an Imam (leader of the 
prayer) belonging to another sect. Such following has made 
them mindless and heartless. Followers of some A/Iadhahib regard 
their own Madhhab as the foundation and base of their religion 
and see the Qur’an with their own viewpoint. Wherever they 
find a verse of the Noble Qur’an contrary to their point of view, 
they try to interpret them to make them agree with their own 
belief. As a matter of fact, the Noble Qur’an should be regarded as 
the foundation of religion and the Madhhab should be attributed 
to the Qur’an; whatever is in conformity with the Qur’an and 
Sunnah should be accepted and the rest should be rejected. 


A quality of those who earned Allah’s Wrath is that they accept 
the truth only when it is presented form the side to which they 
belong, or in other words they accept the truth when it is in their 
favour and is in accordance with their viewpoint. Whereas a 
Muslim takes the truth wherever it is available because wisdom 
is his lost property. 


Every follower has a respect for his Imam; therefore, he accepts 
everything from him without hesitation, and this is deviation 
from right path. One should watch what is being said and not 
who is saying it. ‘Ali ^ said: 
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“The criterion for judging the truth is not the man who is 
uttering it; but know the truth itself, you will come to 
know the man and his character.” 

The best way to follow is the way of Allah’s Messenger M, his 
Companions and their followers. Sectarian following brings 
nothing but destruction, and it is an innovation in religion. 
This heresy was introduced by kings and rulers to attain their 
political ends and save themselves and their empires. 
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Necessity of Following the Prophet 


shah Waliullah Dahlawee writes in At~Tafhimat al-Ahliyah. 

“In the present era people all over the world are associated 
with one or the other Madhahib, and turning away from 
their Imam’s view on any issue or in any matter is considered 
to an act of disbehef, as if the Imam was a Prophet, whose 
obedience is obhgatory. Until the fourth century after Hijra 
nobody was associated to any Maddhhab.” 

Abu Talib Makkahi says in Quwwatul Qulub: 

“Sectarian books and collections were introduced in a later 
period. In the early period of Islam it was not familiar to 
act upon the sayings of people, or to follow any one rehgious 
leader or to go after an Imam. What the people at that time 
would do was to ask any scholar to explain an issue. If any 
Hadith of the Prophet ^ was available concerning the 
issue, they followed it. If there were more than one Hadith 
concerning an issue and scholars differed in its interpre¬ 
tation, people followed the view which they hked best.” 

Shaikh Ibn Arabi considered aU Madhahib aVikc, and disapproved 
following any one. Some of the scholars adhered to one Madhhab 
since people might not differ with them and go against them. 
This was a wrong attitude of scholars. Some great scholars like 
Abu Muhammad Juwaini did not follow any Madhhab in his 
practical life or in passing verdicts. In his book, Al-Muheet, he 
writes: “I never committed myself to any Madhhab^ Prejudice 
and bigotry prevailed all over the Muslim Ummah as soon as 
sectarian following took hold. The Prophet M did not make it 
incumbent to follow a fixed sect or any particular Imam. FoUov^dng 
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of the Prophet M is obhgatory and anyone who knowingly goes 
against the Suimah is an apostate, and shall not be excused; but 
he who is unaware of the Hadith is pardonable. It is everyone’s 
duty to get the correct information and act accordingly and leave 
the wrong way of disbelievers. It is sinful for a Muslim to say that 
he will act upon the words of his Imam and not according to the 
Hadith of the Prophet if he says so, he will be considered an 
apostate. 

It is the duty of every Muslim man and woman to ponder over 
the Sahih Hadith and consider it with care and then to act 
according to it, and not to pay any attention to those who speak 
against it. This is the best and right way; adopt this way and do 
not go astray. Never deviate from the right path, otherwise it 
will lead you to destruction. 

To consider Muda (temporary marriage) as legal, regarding it 
lawful to drink wine (Hquor) m small quantity to avoid intoxication, 
believing it legal to eat the flesh of donkeys and saying that the 
time for the Zuhr (noon) prayer lasts untill the man’s shadow 
gets as long as double of his size — all these are examples of 
deviation from the right path because these are not proved 
from the Ahadith of the Prophet 

My brethren in Islam! acquiring knowledge is the duty of every 
Muslim. If you have a desire for knowledge and are eager to get 
it, make an effort to understand the Qur’an and Surmah^ strive 
to find out the way of the righteous and guided people of early 
era of Islam. Try to eliminate differences and make a concurrence 
among issues and points having difference of opinion. Find out 
Sahih and Hasan Ahadith from the books of Hadith and follow 
them. In case of Ahadith having more than one narration, follow 
which is stronger with logical arguments and near to Qiyas 
(analogy). This is not a very difficult job, for this purpose you 
need only Sahih Al-Bukhariand Sahih Muslim, Muwatta Imam 
Mahk, Sunan Abu Dawud, Jamd Tirhmidhi and Nasa’i These 
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are authentic and popular books of Hadith and are available 
very easily. You are supposed to study them carefully and with 
good intention. If you do not understand or you do not know 
their language you can consult their authoritative translations 
or you may seek the help of a learned person to make you under¬ 
stand the meaning and real sense of these Ahadith. 

Shah Waliullah writes in At-Tafhimat 

“If the followers of an Imam find a Sahih Hadith with sure 
authority, and it is also proved by religious leaders, jurists 
and righteous people of the early era of Islam followed this 
Hadith^ but the Hadith itself does not correspond to their 
Madhhab point of view, and for this reason they do not 
act in accordance with this Hadith, it is clear from their 
behaviour that they are deviating from the right path of 
Islam. All such people are heretics and apostates.” 

Truth itself is clear and open; there is no confusion, complexity 
or concealment in it. Allah is Great and His every creation is 
perfect. He revealed the Book to be followed until the Day of 
Resurrection. He also made it clear for people to understand and 
act according to its commands and to abstain from prohibitions. 
Indeed Fie clearly explained the right and the wrong and sub¬ 
sequently only an extremely arrogant and rebellious person 
could commit the sin of going away from the right way. Allah 
revealed the Qur’an to explain the Truth, which is illustrious 
and completely different from human speech. Allah preserved 
and safeguarded the Noble Qur’an from all kinds of changes 
and alterations. Allah sent the Messenger ^ to propagate truth, 
and created honest, truthful and reliable scholars to collect and 
preserve his Ahadith. They worked hard with a keen interest 
and concentration and separated Sahih Ahadith from forged 
and baseless ones. Now Sahih Ahadith are easily available and 
it is our duty to study and follow them. 
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He again writes in the above mentioned book (1/211) 

“I make Allah a witness and say that He is the only Ruler 
and only His Commands are to be obeyed. On the Arsh 
(Throne) He decided, what is obligatory, what is permitted 
and lawful, and what is abominable. He then proved this 
to the attendance of angles and then He revealed this to the 
Prophet So anybody who without any proof or argument 
makes things legal and prohibited is a slanderer and guhty 
of imputation on Allah: 




“And say not concerning that which your tongues put forth 
falsely: “This is lawful and this is forbidden f’ so as to invent 
lies against Allah. Verily, those who invent lies against Allah 
will never prosper.” ( 16 : 116 ) 


“I make AUah a witness and say that he who has faith in a person 
from Ummah and beheves that Allah has made his following 
obligatory for him, and also believes that only those things are 
worth following which he makes obligatory, he is a dis¬ 
believer.” The Shari‘ah was revealed much before the birth of 
that person whom one follows. Narrators conveyed this Shari‘ah 
to us, rehgious scholars and scholars of Hadith safeguarded and 
preserved it, and jurists gave verdicts in the hght of this Shari^ah. 
Common people followed religious leaders merely because 
religious leaders are trustworthy narrators of Shari‘ah. If any 
Sahih Hadith reaches us with true and sure authority and 
scholars of Hadith bear witness to it, then we have to act upon 
this Hadith, but anybody who does not act upon this Hadith 
because the view of his Imam is contrary to this, this action of 
his is a deviation from the right path.” 


Further Shah Waliullah writes: 
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“I make Allah a witness and say that the Shari‘ah has two 
degrees. The first degree includes acting upon obligatory 
duties and repairing from things forbidden, and fuLfUling 
the religious rites. Nobody is excluded from these, high 
or low, rich or poor, free or slave, kings or chiefs, labourers 
or farmers, each and every Muslim must obey these 
commands. It is very easy to obey and to act upon them. 
The second stage is of perfection of the said commands. 
He who opts this stage is real worshipper and follower of 
the Qur’an and Sunnah. This degree comprises the good 
manners of the Prophet his Companions and their 
followers. There is a great difference between these two 
stages. One should not ignore this difference. Most of the 
controversies among the religious scholars began only by 
ignoring and neglecting this difference between two stages. 
Most people are busy earning their livelihood. They consider 
the first stage sufficient for themselves. Religious, pious 
and devoted persons who are free from earning their sub¬ 
sistence embrace the second stage, the degree of perfection 
and excellence. There are still some who select the way 
in-between first and second degrees. Anyhow it is not wise 
to ask the common man to go beyond the first degree. Going 
further may create many problems for him and there is a 
possibility of developing an aversion to Islam and at last 
giving it up. All Muslims are advised to accept what is in 
accordance with the Qur’an and Sunnah and to reject 
what is not in conformity to these. Muslims should follow 
only the Prophet ^ and not anyone else.” 

Shah WaliuUah again writes in the same book (1/214): 

“there are many ignorant and stupid people among us who, 
on account of having a knowledge of Greek philosophy, 
syntax, grammar, rhetoric, consider themselves a scholars. 
They are bewildered with analogies, approvals and lenient 
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interpretations of jurists. They are familiar only with the 
words of the Qur’an and Hadith. When a Hadith of the 
Prophet ^ is brought to them, they do not act upon it but 
say, we belong to that Madhhab, and our Imam abstained 
from acting upon this. He was more learned than us. He 
must have rejected this on some solid ground. This Hadith 
may be Marjuh (abrogated). No rehgious person can utter 
such words. If you believe the Prophet follow him 
without any hesitation and do not think about the view of 
your Imam. It is first and foremost the duty of every Muslim 
to look into the Qur’an and Surmah. This is the best way. 
If you can understand it: If you do not, consult the scholars 
and their views. Whichever is correct and in accordance 
with the Surmah, adopt it. The sciences which are used as 
tools for understanding should be used for the purpose of 
understanding only. Understanding is our aim, not the tools.” 

Again he writes (2/134): 

“If anybody who follows an Imam finds a Hadith on some 
issue and the saying of his Imam is against the Hadith, in 
such circumstances there is no reason to follow the Imam, 
and no faithful person should go after the Imam, because 
in doing so there is also possibihty of converting oneself 
into a hypocrite. I have seen many people with a very infirm 
behef and faith and also know many people who appear 
to be virtuous and pious and prostrate themselves to the 
graves of the righteous. (They do this of their own, rehgious 
leaders no ever asked them to do so.) They leave Allah and 
make them their sustainer, as Jews and Christians used to 
do. Some of them openly distort the meaning of Hadith 
and others tamper with the text. Today this practice is very 
common and every sect is tainted with this sin. Sufis present 
such amazing, strange and anomalous ideas which have 
no relation with the Qur’an and Surmah. Similarly jurists 
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have fabricated strange commands, and it is impossible to 
trace their origin. Common people are led to sinful actions 
of worshipping other than Allah. They adore the graves 
of pious and righteous people and make their tombs sacred 
temples. Anniversaries of saints are celebrated at their 
tombs and people give in to absurdities and senseless 
activities. Even today such confused practices are very 
common and the masses unknowingly are ensnared. 

Ibn Al'Qayyim writes in riam Al-MuaqqqiHn (2/476) about 
the issue of whether it is unavoidable or not for an untrained 
person to follow some Madhhab. The definite and precise answer 
to this question is no, it is not necessary for him to follow 
anyone. The only thing which is obligatory for him is to follow 
Allah and his Messenger’s way. Allah and His Messenger have 
not commanded anybody to follow anyone from Ummah and 
to obey him and disregard others. 

The period of the Companions of the Prophet ^ and their followers 
passed but none of them followed anyone from the Companions. 

An untrained person, in fact, can never be a follower of anybody 
even he claims to be, because the base of his ‘following’ is not 
correct. Nobody can be Hanafi, Sahf% Maliki or Hanbali only 
by announcing it. He needs to understand and apprehend the 
logic and reason behind the way of the Imam. If he is unaware 
of the philosophy of the Imam and is ignorant of the basic reasons 
behind his philosophy, and in addition he does not follow the 
footsteps of the Imam in every day life, how can he claim to be 
a follower? On the basis of a hollow and insubstantial pretension 
his claim of being a follower cannot be correct and true. The 
above given argument proves and makes it clear that an untrained 
person can never be a follower. It is wrong to accept the views 
regarding religion of one person and leave the views of others. 
It is essential to take whatever is according to the Qur’an and 
Sunnah., and should be taken from wheresoever is available. 
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Following Madhhab is a dangerous innovation which has crept 
into religion. Imams never recommended to follow; they are 
too noble and righteous and their status is too high to advise 
such absurdity. Those who say that following a religious leader 
or Imam is essential are far from reality. 

It is very strange and distressing too that the Muslims forgot 
the way of noble Companions of the Prophet ^ and their noble 
followers and the followers of followers, but kept ahve and active 
the faiths of four Imams. Has any Imam ever asked people to 
follow him or gave any justification in favour of blind following? 
Is there, in their entire works, any indication in favour of blind 
following? No one can find a single word in favour of ‘following’ 
in their sayings and works. Whatever Allah and His Prophet M 
made obligatory for the noble Companions and their followers 
and still their followers, the same is obligatory for the people to 
come until the Day of Resurrection. Whatever is made obhgatory 
is apphcable for all times to come, and no change is possible in it. 

The ilhterate and ignorant are may seek help from religious 
scholars without giving preference to the views of any Madhhab 
or a person, and should act according to Sahih Hadith. It is 
prohibited to look for the easy way from all Madhhab. One 
should try to reach for truth. 
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Causes of the Spread of Madhahib 

In the following pages I present some of the causes of the spread 
of sectarianism for wise and prudent people. So they may take 
a warning and advice. Ahmad bin Muhammad Muqri writes in 
his famous book, Nafhut Tib Min Ghusnil-Ancklusir Ratib (2/158): 
previously the people of Morocco, Syria and Andalus followed 
the method of Imam Auzai but afterwards they adopted the 
method of Imam Malik because Hakam bin Hisham bin Abdur 
Rahman al-Dakhil, the third Omayyah ruler of Andalus, ordered 
them to pass judgments according to the views and words of 
Imam Malik and people of Madinah. This had happened on 
political considerations by the orders of Hakam. What were 
those political ends, people have a difference of opinion about 
it. Some say that a group of scholars visited Madinah, on their 
return to Andalus, they praised the dignity and applauded the 
scholarship of Imam Malik. People of Andalus acknowledged 
the greatness of Imam Malik and accepted his faith. Some others 
have another view. They say once Imam Malik asked a person 
from Andalus about character and conduct of their ruler. He 
praised the ruler and spoke good of him. Imam Malik admired 
the ruler of Andalus and said, “May your ruler take over the 
charge of our Haram and may Allah bless him.” In those days 
the reputation of Bani Abbas was not good. The man narrated 
this incident to Hakam. He urged the people of Andalus to adopt 
the Madhhab of Imam Malik and leave that of Imam Auzai. 
The people of Andalus already had a liking for Imam Malik so 
they adopted his Madhhab (Allah knows best). This is also to be 
kept in view that affluent and influential people of Morocco 
have an agreement to implement the Madhhab oi Ibn Qasim and 
pass judgments accordingly. In a nutshell it can be said that these 
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sects, Madhahib and creeds are part of politics of rulers, leaders 
and politicians. If you wish to know the reasons and causes of 
expansion of sects, study Muqaddimah of Ibn Khaldun. He has 
discussed the cases in detail and has inferred that selfish, greedy 
impostors, and cunning politicians are the cause of the spread 
of Madhahib. 

Ibn al-Qayyim in Ighathatul Lahfan min Mas‘idish Shaitan 
(2/125) says that assuming a particular appearance, wearing 
peculiar clothes, walking in an uncommon way and following 
one specific person and a particular Madhhab — all are tricks 
and traps of Satan. Satan impregnates them with such ideas and 
makes them adherent to these as they are obhgatory. They never 
try to escape from the traps of Satan, instead they taunt and 
censure people who do not adopt their way, as many Madhahib 
of followers and Suh cults like Naqshbandies, Qadries, Saharwar- 
dies, Shadulies and Tijanaies do. So, we should keep away from 
such prejudice and following’ and should safeguard ourselves 
form un~Islamic practices. Propagators of these ideas are not 
among righteous and truthful people. Anyone who studies the 
way of the Prophet ^ and compares it with their ways, finds 
the difference. The way of the Prophet ^ is clear and simple — 
he did what Allah ordered him to do — but the way of blind 
followers is unnatural and quite different from the way of 
Allah and His Messenger 

Study the book of Ibn al-Qayyim entitled IghathtulLahfan min 
Masa ‘idish Shaitan, specially the last part of it; and you will come 
to know how the sectarian Madhahib are contrary to Islam and 
how they divided the unity of Islam. The writer has also given the 
details of intrigues of Ibn Sina, Naseeruddin at-Tusi, the Fatimids 
and Ismailis. 

Shihabuddin Abdur Rahman, who is famous as Abu Shamah, 
writes in his book (2/10): 
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“People think it sufficient to memorise the Qur’an or to 
learn its recitation (according to the principles of Qira’f), 
but they are neghgent to other fields of the Qur’an like 
Tafsir (explanation and commentary) and deriving orders 
and instructions form the text of the Qur’an. Likewise they 
are neghgent of the science of Hadith and they consider it 
enough to listen to the books of Hadith from ignorant teachers. 
Some of the people only copy the words of their Imams; and 
sometimes worthless opinions of babbles are everything for 
them. A pious man was asked about the meaning of blind 
following and answered that it meant changing religion.” 

Allah says: 



“And he not of Al-Mushrikun (the disbelievers in the One¬ 
ness of Allah, polytheists, idolaters, etc.) of those who split 
up their religion (i.e. who left the true Islamic Monotheism), 
and became sects.” ( 30 : 31 , 32 ) 

Even then they are considered great scholars, whereas compared 
to true religious scholars they are ignorant.” 

On page fifteen of the same book, Abu Shama says: 

“There were many sects, but only four have survived: people 
have abandoned all others and the followers of these four 
are also very few and they too feel discouraged. They follow 
their Imams, though they know that following of anyone 
else other than the Prophet M is prohibited. Allah knows 
best how to deal with them.” 

I finish on this point, with the hope that the problem of blind 
following has been understood completely. May Allah make my 
effort purely for Him and may His slaves take benefit from my 
humble efforts! 










^Ji^ 

iidJij) 

In this book, the author has widely described the 
main principle of Taqleed. He says that Allah M and 
the Prophet Muhammad ^ have not ordered us to 
follow any opinions and interpretations. So there is a 
possibility of being correct or incorrect in the 
opinions, because there are many issues on which 
Imams had different views and they explained them 
according to their own reasons and speculations, but 
the real and true Islam is based on the Book (Qur'an) 
and the Prophet's Sunnah. Allah M says: "But no, by 
your Lord, they can have no Faith until they make 
you Muhammad M judge in all disputed matters 
between them, and find in themselves no resistance 
against your decision, and accept (them) with full 
submission." And the Prophet M said: "I leave with 
you two things as long as you hold them tightly, you 
will never go astray: they are the Book of Allah 
(Qur'an) and my Sunnah." In this sense the author 
has described the difference between different 
Madhahib, and their views and urged to follow only 
the Qur'an and the Sunnah. 
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